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Taking Care of Each Other
As we look back on a tough year for America and 
the world, the strength of the WoodmenLife family 
continues to shine through. 
Though it’s still not safe for 
us to come together in person, 
we’re stronger because of our 
efforts together.

Not only have we all changed 
how we live, circumstances 
also have caused us to 
change how we do business. 
This includes revising our 
constitution and laws to 
allow us to conduct jurisdictional conventions 
electronically. You can find out more about 
these changes on Page 14. As health and safety 
directives continue to vary by state and evolve over 
time, we have made the decision to hold all 2021 
jurisdictional conventions virtually. See the story on 
Page 16 to learn more about these conventions.

Though we would prefer to be with you in 
person, the shifts we’ve made this year have helped 
continue some of the traditions and efforts that are 
so important to us. For the first time, we held a 
virtual In Honor and Remembrance ceremony this 
past September. This tradition of commemorating 
the events of 9/11 is a meaningful experience for 
so many of you. Thank you for stepping up to the 
challenge in a new way to honor our heroes and 
remember the lives lost — with a virtual Facebook 
event. Many of you also were able to take a virtual 

tour of the National 9/11 Memorial & Museum in 
New York City. Even a global pandemic cannot keep 
the WoodmenLife family from joining together in 
patriotism and honoring our heroes. See what other 
members thought on Page 22.

Toward the end of 2020, we challenged your 
chapters with the COVID-19 Relief Campaign. So 
many families are still struggling, and your donations 
to local nonprofit organizations, First Responders, 
schools, and more made a big difference. It’s amazing 
how you always step up to the challenge because of 
the love you have for your communities and your 
genuine desire to help. Read about it on Page 28.

The Executive Team and I have just one more 
request for you. Being prepared is more important 
than ever. Please make sure your loved ones, friends 
and neighbors are covered by life insurance. By 
participating in our Share Your Care contest, 
you also have the opportunity to win $1,000 for 
showing you care when you refer a loved one to 
WoodmenLife. Visit WoodmenLife.org/Share to 
learn more.

We wish you and yours all the best in 2021.

Sincerely,

Patrick L. Dees
President & CEO 

Our Mission: Uniting hardworking Americans to secure their 
financial future while strengthening our communities and country.

Siblings Luke Fowler and Elise Johnson of Georgia 

received help with student loan debt as part of the 

WoodmenLife Student Loan Relief Program.1  

Learn more on Page 18.

1. Member benefits are not contractual, are subject to change and have specific eligibility requirements.
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difference in hometowns across America and honoring our country since 1890. As a  
not-for-profit life insurance company, we put money back into the community. We’re here when 
you need us most.
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WoodmenLife Magazine (ISSN 1069-1790) is published quarterly for $2.00 per year by 
Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society, 1700 Farnam St., Omaha, NE 68102. Periodicals 
postage paid at Omaha, NE, and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes 
to WoodmenLife Magazine, 1700 Farnam St., Omaha, NE 68102-2025.
Securities are offered through Woodmen Financial Services, Inc. (WFS), 1700 Farnam Street, 
Omaha, NE 68102, 877-664-3332, member FINRA/SIPC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Woodmen 
of the World Life Insurance Society (collectively “WoodmenLife”). Securities other than the 
WoodmenLife Variable Annuity are issued by companies that are not affiliated with Woodmen 
of the World Life Insurance Society. This material is intended for general use with the public. WFS 
is not undertaking to provide investment advice for any individual or any individual situation, and 
you should not look to this material for any investment advice. WFS has financial interests that are 
served by the sale of these products or services.

Products that are not issued by WoodmenLife or offered and processed through Woodmen 
Financial Services, Inc., may be offered through Woodmen Insurance Agency, Inc., a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society (”WoodmenLife“). These products 
are issued by carriers that are not affiliated with Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society.

Products are not available in New York and all products may not be available in all states.  
Not all Representatives are licensed to sell all products.

Equal Access Policy
WoodmenLife is an Equal Access membership organization that promotes a culture of inclusion. 
It is the policy of WoodmenLife to seek qualified members on a nondiscriminatory basis and to 
provide all members with equal access to and allow their participation in WoodmenLife’s chapter 
system, chapter events, fraternal benefits, and all other fraternal activities on a nondiscriminatory 
basis. Membership is open to all individuals who share the values of family, community and 
country regardless of race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national 
origin, disability, military or Veteran status, and/or any other classification or factor protected by 
federal, state or local law.

It is also WoodmenLife’s policy that any form of harassment of any member for any reason, not just 
on the basis of any factor or protected status listed above, will not be tolerated.
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On the Cover
The Home Office tower letters were updated from "Woodmen" to "WoodmenLife." It's one of many 
changes for the organization in 2020. You can visit our Media Center at Newsroom.WoodmenLife.org 
to learn more about the project and see video and images from the work.
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A lot of people don’t think about buying 
life insurance for children because they 
are young and healthy. However, just like 

sending children to a good school or teaching 
them life skills, the long-term impact is what 
really matters. Buying life insurance for young 
people can prepare them for the unexpected 
when they reach adulthood. WoodmenLife 
member Tanisha Taylor of Kennett, MO, is a 
strong believer in being prepared, because she 
experienced the unexpected firsthand when she 
lost her young son. 

Helping Her Grandchildren 
Realizing just how important life insurance 
is, Taylor connected with Representative Kala 
Holder to discuss coverage. Holder, who 
previously worked in the funeral business, 
understood just how important life insurance 
was for Taylor’s family. “I’ve sat down with 
families who have nothing to pay for a funeral,” 
she said. “What’s a little bit of cost now versus if 
something should happen?”
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Helping to Protect 
the Ones She Loves

Member Highlights

Tanisha Taylor

Kennett, MO

Chapter 930

Member Since 2017

SPECIAL
FEATUREFEATURE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE è

Tanisha Taylor, with three of her grandchildren. From left are Addalynn, 
4, Ayden, 5, and Annalyse, 7. 
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Your indexed account also protects 
the cash value against a down market 
with a guaranteed 0% floor3. 

This potential for cash value 
growth is an excellent opportunity 
when purchasing life insurance 
for grandchildren. It provides the 
flexibility to navigate through 
difficult times. You can take comfort 
in knowing that the cash value  
in your My Choice IUL will be 
available when unexpected, emergency 
expenses come up in the future.4

Enjoying WoodmenLife Extras 
In addition to receiving ongoing 
service from her Representative, 
Taylor has also enjoyed being able 
to attend WoodmenLife events with 
her family. Before the pandemic, she 
attended several events, including a 
Christmas party, a chapter meeting 
and a food drive. “I really like being 
part of WoodmenLife,” she said. She’s 
always looking forward to the future 
opportunities WoodmenLife could 
offer her grandchildren. “I was 
excited about the scholarships,” she 
said. Given her passion about the 
need for life insurance, she’s also happy 
to recommend WoodmenLife. “Every 
time someone needs insurance, I tell 
them to call WoodmenLife,” she said.

Taylor purchased life insurance 
for her grandchildren Ayden, 5, 
Annalyse, 7, and Addalynn, 4. 
“They’ve got to have it,” she said. “I 
want to make sure they’re secure.” 

Insurance With Future 
Opportunity
Since initially purchasing Youth 
Term for her grandchildren, 
Taylor has worked with her 
Representative, Holder, to take 
advantage of the opportunity 
to convert to permanent life 
insurance. When My Choice 
Indexed Universal Life Insurance®2 
came out in 2019, Holder 
introduced Taylor to the product, 
which provides permanent 
insurance with the potential 
to accumulate cash value. It is 
especially affordable for young 
children, who have a longer 
timeline to grow value. 

Taylor exchanged Annalyse and 
Addalynn’s certificates to My 
Choice, and plans to do the same 
for Ayden. “It was the best way to 
go,” Taylor said. 

My Choice provides flexibility 
in timing and amount of 
payments1. That means if, as 
adults, her grandchildren receive 
a tax refund or reach a point 
where they have more available 
income, they can contribute 

more to their My Choice life 
insurance if they wish2.

My Choice IUL lets you choose 
how you’ll grow tax-deferred cash 
value over time. Two account 
types are available: an indexed 
account and a fixed account. You 
have the option to grow your 
funds in either or a combination 
of both. You also have the option 
to transfer these funds from one 
account to the other.

Three Tips for 
Insuring Your 
Grandchildren
• You don’t have to live in the same state or city as 

your grandchildren to buy them life insurance. With 
electronic document signing, your Representative 
can help you get them covered. 

• Decide how long you want to pay for your 
grandchild’s life insurance. Consider asking your 
Representative about the flexibility in timing and 
amount of payments you might find with indexed 
universal life insurance.

• Talk to your Representative about products that have 
the potential to build cash value, like My Choice IUL. 

1. Paying less may reduce your cash value and affect the period your certificate stays in force. 2. Subject to IRS limitations. 3. Guarantees are backed by the claims-paying ability 
of WoodmenLife. 4. Loans and withdrawals will reduce the policy’s death benefit and available cash value. A loan, withdrawal or surrender may be a taxable event. For tax 
advice, consult with your professional tax advisor. Excessive loans or withdrawals may cause the policy to lapse. IUL is not an investment. It is a life insurance policy product that 
provides growth potential through index interest crediting. You cannot invest directly in an index. Universal Life insurance products contain fees, such as mortality and expense 
charges (which may increase over time), and may contain restrictions, such as surrender periods. This certificate could lose money. WoodmenLife will provide notification if the 
guaranteed monthly deductions and interests are expected to exhaust the plan’s cash values prior to the maturity date. This certificate is not guaranteed to stay in force until 
maturity based on minimum guarantees. Flexible Premiums Adjustable Indexed Life Certificates: ICC18 8730 4-18, 8730 4-18 EZ Whole Life Insurance Form ICC17 8679 1-17 
& Form 8679 1-17 (XX). This is intended for informational purposes only and is not a recommendation or a representation that the product described is appropriate for you. 
Effective January 1. 2021, Indexed Universal Life certificates issued to youth ages 17 and under will require a minimum face amount of $75,000.
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“Every time someone needs 
insurance, I tell them to call 
WoodmenLife.” 

— Tanisha Taylor
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Mobley Elected to WoodmenLife 
National Board of Directors
W oodmenLife welcomes a new face to the 

WoodmenLife National Board of Directors — 
Cathryn “Cat” B. Mobley, who has recently 

been elected to the Board, effective Nov. 2. 

She joins 12 others who are 
tasked with overseeing the 
organization’s strategy, risks 
and finances. The Board 
is essential to helping 
management achieve its 
goals to continually grow 
the organization.

“I’m honored to serve 
and very humbled by 
this opportunity. I'll do 
everything I can to live up to the legacies of directors 
who have preceded me,” said Mobley.

Mobley is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) and 
serves as Associate Vice President for Administration 
and Finance, Director of Materiel Management at 
Longwood University in Farmville, VA. 

She’s the recipient of the Longwood University 
Outstanding Service Award, the WoodmenLife 
Fraternal Spirit Award and the Virginia 
Community College Association Classified 
Staff Showcase Award. Mobley has also received 
the Dr. Robert E. Craft Leadership Award by 
Lynchburg College and was a member of the 
Lynchburg Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Leadership Lynchburg 35 Team of the Year.  
 

Mobley enjoys volunteering in the community with 
other members of Chapter 71 through food pantry 
donation drives, backpack stuffing events at her 
local church, and participating in flag retirement 
ceremonies at local schools.  

She looks forward to meeting people, being able to 
share ideas and thoughts, doing all she can to benefit 
members in a positive way, and reaching out to 
prospective members. 

She and her husband, Larry, have a daughter, 
Becky. Mobley enjoys spending time with her 
family and friends, golfing, and collecting and 
driving vintage cars.

To learn more about Mobley, visit   
WoodmenLife.org/About/Leadership/Mobley
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National Board Member Aldridge Retires

R onald “Ron” H. Aldridge of Jackson, MS, 
recently retired from the WoodmenLife 
National Board of Directors after more than 

seven years of service. 

“What a joy and blessing 
it’s been to serve you on the 
Board and have the awesome 
experience to personally 
meet new generations of 
great Americans,” Aldridge 
said. “Your heart for our 
country, your families and 
WoodmenLife is so evident 
and unifies us as part of a 
greater family serving others.”

A WoodmenLife member since childhood, Aldridge 
has served in several local, jurisdictional and national 
fraternal roles. “Serving on this Board has evoked my 
deepest heartfelt memories of traveling with my dad, 

Johnny Aldridge, my mom and those members I 
looked up to as life mentors,” Aldridge said. “I stand 
on their shoulders today.”

Aldridge is an Army Veteran with 22 years of 
active and reserve service. He has been a practicing 
attorney since 1977 and lends his legal expertise to 
several state organizations. He also served in the 
Mississippi State House of Representatives, like his 
father and grandfather. Aldridge has received several 
prestigious awards, has generously given his time to 
his community service efforts and church, and is also 
a tree farmer.

He and his wife, Beth, have three children and  
four grandchildren.  

WoodmenLife thanks Aldridge for his many years of 
service to WoodmenLife members and wishes him 
the best in his retirement. 

Ronald H. Aldridge

NEWSWORTHY NEWSWORTHY

“I’m honored to serve 
and very humbled by 
this opportunity. I'll do 
everything I can to live up to 
the legacies of directors that 
have preceded me.”

— Cathryn B. Mobley
WoodmenLife National Board of Directors

Cathryn B. Mobley

Help Your Loved Ones 
and You Could Get the 
Chance to Win $1,000

Your Chance  

to Win  

$1,000 !

You could win one of 30 $1,000 prizes for 
referring loved ones to WoodmenLife. 

Enter at WoodmenLife.org/Share  
by March 31.
Open to WoodmenLife members only. An individual becomes a member by joining 
our shared commitment to family, community and country, and by purchasing a 
WoodmenLife product. This promotion is not open to New York residents. Go to 
WoodmenLife.org/Share for official rules. D1599 12/20 Woodmen of the World Life 
Insurance Society, Omaha, NE
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W
oodmenLife*, one of the nation’s largest 
fraternal benefit societies, seeks independent 
director candidates to round out our National 

Board of Directors and help us lead the organization. 
We believe our business and industry will face new 
issues that are complex and challenging. We believe 
a board consisting of qualified independent and 
experienced directors to be an invaluable resource 
to aid us in providing the very best leadership for 
the organization. The following describes our 
organization and the roles and purpose we envision 
for our National Board of Directors.

The Company
WoodmenLife is a different kind of life insurance 
company: we are not-for-profit, and we exist to 
benefit our members through every stage of life. We 
are committed to family, community and country. 
WoodmenLife offers life insurance, annuities, 
mutual funds, and 529 College Savings Plans.** As 
of Dec. 31, 2019, WoodmenLife has approximately 
$11.1 billion in assets and 
has been awarded a rating 
of A+ (superior), the second 
highest ranking out of 15, for its financial strength 
and operating performance by A.M. Best, one of the 
nation’s leading independent rating agencies. 

WoodmenLife embraces diversity and works hard to 
provide a quality, team-oriented work environment.

Founded in 1890 in Omaha, NE, WoodmenLife 
continues to build on its century-old tradition of 
enriching lives, strengthening communities and 

providing financial security for its members across 
the United States.  Planning for tomorrow is the key 
to WoodmenLife's success.

The Immediate Needs of the National Board  
of Directors
The organization’s strategy is focused on responsible 
growth. The changing needs of our members will 
require changes to our organization. WoodmenLife 
must invest in new ways of designing and servicing 
our products to meet the needs of our members, 
while at the same time maintaining the culture and 
traditions that have made WoodmenLife so strong 
for over 130 years.

As a result, WoodmenLife's National Board of 
Directors is seeking a qualified director who has a 
law degree and a current license to practice law in 
one or more states. As of the response deadline, the 
candidate should be a good standing benefit member 
of WoodmenLife. The ideal candidate should possess 

a minimum of fifteen years of legal experience, possess 
exceptional leadership and communication skills, 
and be able to demonstrate a diverse professional 
background that will help support the National 
Board of Directors’ oversight of WoodmenLife's 
strategy, risks and finances. Experience serving on 
other boards, experience dealing with regulatory 
agencies and possessing a high-profile reputation in 
the business community that can help appropriately 
influence the organization is preferred.

The Nature of the National Board of Directors
The board is composed of up to fourteen (14) 
members of which eight (8) members are required 
to be independent directors. Our board will 
formally meet three to four times per year. The 
meetings are located both in Omaha, NE, and other 
locations, and the meetings can last two to three 
days each. Each independent director is eligible to 
serve on one or more of the following committees: 
audit, compensation, fraternal, and governance. 
Committees meet an average of four times a year. 
Our board is also encouraged to participate in various 
fraternal activities throughout the nation to become 
fully engaged with our membership.

The Purpose of the National Board of Directors
The primary purpose of the board is to help 
management accomplish the organization’s strategic 
plan. The board will help management evaluate the 
key issues and decisions facing our business. The 
board will offer a forum to discuss important and 
strategic decisions, while bringing a fresh perspective 
that will encourage corporate management to consider 
additional alternatives in a confidential environment.

Conclusion
We believe an additional experienced, independent 
director will assist management in achieving 
responsible growth for our organization. 

Deadline
Please respond with your interest no later than  
Feb. 1, 2021.

Please contact:
Mr. Danny Rice, Chairman
Governance Committee
WoodmenLife
1700 Farnam Street, 27th Floor
Omaha, NE  68102 
dricewow@suddenlink.net

12   WoodmenLife Magazine  |  WoodmenLife.org WoodmenLife.org |  WoodmenLife Magazine   13

*WoodmenLife is a registered service mark of Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society, 1700 Farnam Street, Omaha, NE 68102, 877-664-3332
**Securities are offered through Woodmen Financial Services, Inc., 1700 Farnam Street, Omaha, NE 68102, 877-664-3332, member FINRA/SIPC, a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society. Securities other than the Woodmen Variable Annuity are issued by companies that are not affiliated with Woodmen of the World 
Life Insurance Society. Not all products are available in all states.
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A.M. Best again rated WoodmenLife A+ (Superior) for our financial strength and operating performance in 2019. A+ (Superior) is the second-highest rating out of 15 awarded.
A.M. Best is an independent rating company nationally recognized for its objective reporting and rating of insurers.

We believe a board consisting 

of qualified independent and 

experienced directors to be 

an invaluable resource to aid 

us in providing the very best 

leadership for the organization. 

Patrick L. Dees Denise M. McCauley Jon R. Aerni S. Kyle McMahan 
Chairman,  

President & CEO
Executive Vice President &  

Chief Operating Officer 
Executive Vice President &  

Chief Financial Officer
Executive Vice President &  

Chief Marketing Officer

WoodmenLife Executive OfficersWoodmenLife Seeks    
National Director
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To ensure that all members receive equal 
access to all of the benefits and privileges 
of membership, WoodmenLife has 

implemented and reaffirms its commitment 
to the following policy. Those 
persons considered “members” for 
the purpose of this policy include 
all Home Office associates, 
Regional Directors, Recruiting 
Sales Managers, Representatives, 
Community Outreach Advisors, 
and all Chapter officers and 
Chapter members.

WoodmenLife welcomes its members, 
regardless of background and beliefs. We 
respect every individual’s unique perspective 
and contribution. We are committed to 
creating an inclusive environment that values 
differences and creates opportunities for 
growth, leadership and service. 

WoodmenLife is an equal access membership 
organization that promotes a culture of 
inclusion. Membership is open to all individuals 
who share the values of family, community 
and country, regardless of race, color, religion, 
age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
national origin, disability, military or veteran 
status, and/or any other status, classification or 
factor protected by federal, state or local law.

Within this policy, WoodmenLife has taken the 
position that any form of harassment of any 
member for any reason, not just those individuals 
who fall under one or more of the protected 
classes listed above, will not be tolerated.

Procedures for Handling Member Complaints: 
Any instances of discrimination or harassment 
involving any member of WoodmenLife 
should be reported immediately, in confidence, 

to WoodmenLife’s EEO Complaint 
Administrator, Michelle Walker, at 
800-542-9756. Every effort will 
be made to promptly investigate 
all allegations of discrimination 

or harassment in as confidential 
a manner as possible, and take 
appropriate corrective action, if 
warranted. Members found to 
be engaged in discrimination or 

harassment in any manner against another 
member may be subject to fines, loss of member 
privileges and their good-standing member 
status with WoodmenLife. Likewise, chapters 
found to be engaged in discrimination or 
harassment against a member may be subject 
to charter revocation. WoodmenLife associates 
found to have engaged in discrimination or 
harassment will be subject to disciplinary 
action up to and including termination of 
their employment.

Responsibility for Monitoring Equal Access 
Policy: Vice President, Human Resources Karla 
Gochenour serves as the EEO Officer and has 
primary responsibility for the implementation 
and enforcement of WoodmenLife’s Equal 
Access Policy and its communication to 
Chapter Officers, Regional Directors, 
Recruiting Sales Managers, Representatives, 
Community Outreach Advisors, and other 
WoodmenLife associates who may have some 
involvement in chapter activities.

MEMBER

NEWS

Recent amendments to the WoodmenLife Articles of Incorporation, Constitution and Laws and Bylaws (ACL) 
reflect the organization’s efforts to better serve our members. These amendments are effective Jan. 1, 2021.

Electronic Conventions and Sessions 
In certain limited circumstances and at the 
discretion of the President & CEO, the National 
and Jurisdictional Conventions and Chapter sessions 
may be conducted electronically. 

National Convention Officers Elections 
The voting methods by which National Convention 
Officers are elected have been clarified. 

Executive Vice President; Offices 
The offices of Chief Operating Officer (COO) and 
Chief Financial Officer (CFO) are no longer required 
offices for WoodmenLife Executive Vice Presidents 
and all references to the COO and CFO have been 
removed from the ACL. 

Jurisdictional Conventions and Jurisdictional 
Convention Officers 
Jurisdictional Conventions will be held every 
four years, instead of every two years. No elected 
Jurisdictional Convention Officer other than the 
Secretary or Treasurer shall serve consecutive terms 
in the same office. Provisions related to Jurisdictional 
Convention sessions and Jurisdictional Convention 
Officer meetings have been revised to clarify the 
distinction between the two. Meetings of the 
Jurisdictional Convention Officers may be conducted 
by telephone and/or video conference if permitted 
by the Jurisdictional President. Jurisdictional 
Conventions are required to elect a chairperson of 

the Auditing and Fraternal Committees. In the event 
of simultaneous vacancies in the offices of President 
and Vice President, the Immediate Past Jurisdictional 
President serves as President and appoints an 
individual to serve as Vice President until the next 
election. The Jurisdictional Convention Treasurer 
assumes certain responsibilities formerly performed 
by the Jurisdictional Convention Auditor.

Chapter Offices 
Chapters are required to elect two or three Auditors, 
one of whom must be elected chairperson among the 
Auditors. The Chapter Secretary and Treasurer are 
permitted to hold more than two consecutive terms. 
The offices of Escort, Sergeant at Arms (Watchman), 
Greeter (Sentry), and Musician have been removed 
from the Bylaws. Certain responsibilities of the 
WoodmenLife President & CEO with respect to 
the office of Chapter Secretary have been removed 
from the ACL. The Chapter Treasurer assumes 
certain responsibilities formerly performed by the 
Chapter Auditor. 

Subordinate Bodies 
Community Centers are no longer subordinate bodies 
of WoodmenLife, and all references to Community 
Centers have been removed from the ACL. 

The full text of the ACL with all recent amendments 
is at WoodmenLife.org/Constitution

2021 WoodmenLife  
Constitution Changes
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Keep an Eye Out for Tax Forms in Late January
Tax season will be here before you know it, and the Internal 
Revenue Service requires WoodmenLife to send you certain tax 
forms related to your WoodmenLife products. Here are three 
forms and some of the reasons they’re mailed: 

• A 1099-R, Distributions From Pensions, Annuities, 
Retirement or Profit-Sharing Plans, IRAs, Insurance 
Contracts, etc., may be mailed when funds exceed the 
amount paid into the certificate. These refunds can be 
used to purchase additional insurance, held on deposit 
or received in cash.  

• A 1099-INT, Interest Income, may be mailed to report 
interest earned by refunds held on deposit, much like a 
savings account.

• A 5498, IRA Contribution Information, may be mailed to 
report contributions made to your retirement plan, like  
an IRA.

WoodmenLife is required by federal law to mail any tax forms 
by Jan. 31. If you need more information about your tax forms, 
consult your tax advisor or visit WoodmenLife.org/Learning/
Tax-Form-FAQ

Double Check Your Insurance 
Needs With New Online Calculator
When you joined WoodmenLife, you probably completed a 
needs analysis with your Representative. The analysis estimates 
the amount of life insurance you need based on items like final 
expenses, education costs, mortgage and debt payoff, and 
monthly living expenses. Now you can get an estimate online 
with the new WoodmenLife life insurance calculator. 

Your life, finances and goals change over time. Using this online 
calculator, you can provide the same kind of information you 
did at your first meeting, based on what your life looks like 
now. You won’t need to provide any medical information. 
The tool is easy to use, and you can complete the process in 
less than five minutes. You’ll then receive an estimate of how 
much life insurance you might need to have in place. Once 
you know your number, it’s a great time to schedule your 
annual review with your WoodmenLife Representative.

During your review, in addition to the amount of coverage you 
need, your Representative will also go over the best types of 
products for your family’s needs now. In many cases, different 

types of life insurance can better fit needs at different times in 
your life. Your Representative can also update you on recent 
community efforts and our WoodmenLife Extras, as well as 
help you become more involved in WoodmenLife.

Check out the new online tool today at  
WoodmenLife.org/LifeInsuranceCalculator

Jurisdictional Conventions 
Will Take Place Electronically
W hile the difficulties of 2020 have caused us 

to live and work differently, the traditions 
upon which WoodmenLife was founded still 

drive our efforts. This includes our jurisdictional 
conventions, which give members of the 
WoodmenLife family the opportunity to participate 
in our representative form of government.

For the safety and well-being of all involved, we’ve 
made the decision to conduct all 2021 jurisdictional 
conventions electronically. In preparation for this 
possibility, we’ve updated our constitution and laws 
to accommodate electronic gatherings. You can read 
more about those changes on Page 14.

Each jurisdictional delegate will receive more 
information and details soon.

WoodmenLife Focuses on Positive Outcomes
2020 has been a trying time for all of us, but at 
WoodmenLife we’re grateful for members and 
associates who’ve embraced change with open minds 
and big hearts.

One positive outcome of the past year is continued 
financial strength. Our conservative financial 

management and forward-looking operational 
strategies have positioned us well to respond to 
unexpected circumstances. On a financial level, 
WoodmenLife has not been negatively impacted by 
COVID-19. We know you count on us, and that 
will always be our first and foremost priority.

Locally, family, community and country continue to 
serve as the foundation for our efforts. We’ve had to 
suspend in-person activities for now, but your support 
for our virtual programs is greatly appreciated.

Finally, our Representatives are always available to 
assist you with video calls, and our fraternal heart 
is still beating strong, even though we can’t meet 
in person right now. Thank you for continuing to 
choose WoodmenLife for your financial needs.

Thank you to every member of the WoodmenLife family, including our Sales force and Home 
Office associates. In the face of a difficult 2020, we accomplished so much.

• Community service efforts supported 
schools, First Responders and 
essential workers

• Sales Representatives kept members safe 
with phone and video appointments

• Service to members went uninterrupted

• The majority of Home Office associates 
shifted to working from home

• WoodmenLife remained  
strong financially

Our fraternal heart is still 
beating strong, even though we 
can’t meet in person right now. 

Bright 
Spots  
in 2020
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Community-Minded Siblings 
Awarded in First Year of  
Student Loan Relief Program

In 2020, for the first time, we 
invited college graduates to 
apply for the Student Loan 

Relief Program1 and awarded 
$1,000 to 200 members to pay 
toward their federal student 
loan debt. This year, we’re 
introducing two recipients — 
siblings Luke Fowler and Elise 
Johnson — who applied with 
their mother’s encouragement.

From Coach to Future CPA
Luke Fowler was a varsity tennis 
player all four years of high 
school. He now uses his talent 
to teach second- and third-
graders how to play tennis and 
has helped host tennis clinics. 
Luke also volunteers with a local 
group to feed the community 
one Saturday a month. 

In May 2020, he graduated 
cum laude from the University 
of Georgia with two degrees, 
a Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Accounting 
and a Master of Accountancy. 
This gives him excellent expertise 
to serve WoodmenLife Chapter 
25 in Royston, GA, as auditor. 

Fowler became an Audit and 
Assurance Assistant at Deloitte in 
Atlanta, while he works to obtain 
his Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA) license.

“I can relax a little more and save 
up money for things I would 
like to have in the future,” he 

said of the award. By applying, 
“you have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain.”

Scholarship Athlete to School 
Tech Specialist
Elise Johnson played softball for 
her high school and a traveling 
team, receiving a scholarship to 

play all four years at Emmanuel College. 
She graduated cum laude with a Bachelor 
of Science in Multimedia Communication. 
Elise volunteered with Legends for Youth 
Baseball Clinic, a free clinic where former 
major leaguers help kids in her community 
learn life skills and baseball fundamentals. 

Using her education, she helps her church 
during the COVID-19 pandemic by 
incorporating social media to continue 
services and create online giving. She also has 
volunteered with her local chapter in various 
ways, including helping fill backpacks with 
food for local schoolchildren. 

She’s seen the importance of using 
technology for learning as a technology 
specialist in the school system and wants 
to learn more to help educators use 
technology even better. 

“WoodmenLife has opened many doors for 
me that I didn't think were even possible,” 
she said. “This award will help take the 
burden and stress off me and my family.”

Find Out More
Both siblings were excited to receive the 
awards and encourage others to apply.  
To learn more about this WoodmenLife 
Extra, visit WoodmenLife.org/Student-
Loan-Relief

Does your recent or soon-to-be high school graduate 
need help paying for college? They have until  
Jan. 15 to apply for a WoodmenLife Focus 
Forward Scholarship worth up to $25,0001. To 
be considered, help them turn in their application 
that shows their dedication to volunteering in your 
community and celebrating our country. 

They can use the scholarship to pay education-related 
expenses at an accredited trade or technical school, 
college or university. Since 2017, WoodmenLife 
has awarded scholarships worth $1.78 million to 
high school graduates for continuing educational 
opportunities through our scholarship program.

To be eligible, applicants must be:

• A recent high school graduate

• A good-standing WoodmenLife member for at 
least three years

• Part of a family where everyone is a 
WoodmenLife member

1. Member benefits are available to members. An individual becomes a 
member by joining our shared commitment to family, community and 
country, and by purchasing a WoodmenLife product. These benefits are not 
contractual, are subject to change and have specific eligibility requirements.

Apply for a 
WoodmenLife Focus 
Forward Scholarship®

Don’t wait! Have them apply now at 
WoodmenLife.org/Scholarships 

Click on Get Started Now and  
enter the quick access code: Education

WoodmenLife.org |  WoodmenLife Magazine   1918   WoodmenLife Magazine  |  WoodmenLife.org

MEMBER

NEWS

MEMBER

NEWS

Siblings Luke Fowler and Elise Johnson of Georgia received helped with student loan debt as part 
of the WoodmenLife Student Loan Relief Program. This WoodmenLife Extra launched in 2020 and 
awards $1,000 to up to 200 members each year.

Member Highlights

Elise Johnson

Lavonia, GA

Chapter 150

Member Since 2015

1. Member benefits are not contractual, are subject to change and have specific eligibility requirements.

Member Highlights

Luke Fowler

Royston & Lavonia, GA

Chapters 251 & 150

Member Since 2015

Visit Our Blog
Many families face the burden of student 
loan debt. Learn tips on how others are 
handling it at Blog.WoodmenLife.org/
supporting-families/studentloans
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WoodmenLife is Here When You Need Us Most
As part of the WoodmenLife family, you have access to a wide range of valuable extras1, including those that can 
help in the worst of times:

• We can’t stop natural disasters, but we can help by providing financial assistance of up to $1,0001.

• We believe true heroes deserve more. That’s why we pay an additional $25,0002 benefit to the families of 
every First Responder member who dies in the line of duty. 

• When the unimaginable happens, families need time to focus on healing and recovery.  
To help, we give $10,0003 to families after the loss of a newborn.

• Should your children be orphaned, each child receives 
$1,000 a month to pay for his or her care, until they reach 
the age of 19. If your child is a full-time, post-secondary 
student, the payments will continue until age 22.

Find out more at WoodmenLife.org/Extras

1. Member benefits are not contractual, are subject to 
change and have specific eligibility requirements.  
2. $25,000 benefit applies to officially registered 
non-military First Responders. 3. WoodmenLife will 
pay a one-time member benefit of $10,000, subject to 
conditions and limitations, to the parents of an infant 
who dies between the age of 48 hours and 6 months.

Celebrate Yet Another Win!
WoodmenLife came in first place for Life Insurance companies 
in Omaha Magazine’s Best of Omaha 2021 contest! This is the 
fourth consecutive year that WoodmenLife has been recognized 
by online voters as a top Omaha life insurance company. We 
couldn’t have done it without our members1, whose tireless 
efforts improve countless lives in communities big and small.  
Learn more at OmahaMagazine.com/Best-of-Omaha

1. An individual becomes a member by joining our shared commitment to family, community and country, and by 
purchasing a WoodmenLife product. 

Set Up Your 
Home Office, 
Save With 
Life’s Perks®

Y
ou can bet many people have been Googling for 
suggestions to set up a home office. COVID-19 
has forced employees to create space in 

guestrooms, kitchens, bedrooms, and elsewhere 
when many workplaces closed.

According to websites like BobVila.com, there are 
several factors and items to consider when planning 
and putting together your setup. Here are some 
basic tips:

• Remember necessities like electrical outlets and 
internet access

• Make sure you’ll have storage 

• Make sure you’ll have adequate light

• Get yourself a quality office chair

• Have technology in place, like an external hard 
drive, printer or copier

It can be expensive to squeeze office functions into a 
room once used for something completely different. 
Fortunately for you and other WoodmenLife 
members1, our Life’s Perks discount program2 can 
save you money on office essentials.

Lee Pedersen of Omaha can attest to that. His laptop 
stopped holding a charge, and the cost to repair it 
would’ve been equal to its original cost. So he went 
looking for a new one. He visited websites for online 
and national retailers, as well as a regional furniture 
and electronics outlet. The prices were more than 
he’d hoped to pay.

“My wife reminded me about Life’s Perks,” he said. 
“I started going through (the website), and it turned 
out I could save a couple hundred bucks.

“I just searched and went through the attributes I 
wanted. It was pretty easy to work through.”

Life’s Perks even has a COVID-19 Resource Center, 
where you’ll find deals on home office items like 
electronics, computers and computer accessories, 
home audio, and adjustable desks. Under the Office 
& Business category, you’ll also find discounts on 
office furniture, equipment and supplies.

To save on your home office necessities, visit  
lifesperks.perkspot.com and use the code SAVENOW
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1. An individual becomes a member by joining our shared commitment to family, community and country, and by purchasing a WoodmenLife product. 2. WoodmenLife has 
entered into sponsored marketing relationships with companies that agree to offer discounts to WoodmenLife members. WoodmenLife is not affiliated with these companies and 
does not administer these discounts for products or services.

Visit lifesperks.perkspot.com and use the code SAVENOW
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Feelings of sadness and fear — but also patriotism 
— were all renewed for Jo Anne Gabelman as she 
virtually toured the 9/11 Memorial & Museum 

in September.

“When I first saw all the names on the 9/11 reflecting 
pool, I felt very sad,” said Gabelman, of Texas. “I 
sensed the terror the people must have felt being 
trapped in those towers and the helplessness the First 
Responders felt not being able to help.”

‘Very Moved and Touched’
Toniko Cox, of North Carolina, said the tour offered 
by the Home Office was very moving and educational.

“It really reflected the thought and care that was put 
into creating such an important monument to give 
honor to the lives that were lost, as well as a place 
of reflection for all of us for generations to come,” 
Cox said of the memorial tour. “I was very moved 
and touched by the personal stories of individuals 
who lost their lives and how they were all connected 
and remembered.”

Taking the virtual tour reminded Cox how precious 
life is and how, in the blink of an eye, it can be taken 
away so easily.

“Every person listed on the memorial ledge had a 
purpose and a place in history at that moment, and 
for that, they can never be forgotten,” she said.

Participants said they enjoyed learning about 
individual stories and how the monument was built.

“People from every continent were touched and 
moved by that tragedy,” Cox said. “It is beautiful how 
the builders of the memorial reflected that vision 
from artists around the world. The placement and 
purpose behind each part of the memorial museum 
is fascinating. I’m looking forward to visiting it in the 
near future. The video definitely intrigued me and 
made me want to learn more.”

Hannah Branch, a teenager from Mississippi who 
watched the documentary, said she learned about 
specific victims of 9/11 and that it reinforced the 
seriousness of the tragedy. It also left her wanting to 
learn more, particularly about the search and rescue 
dogs that helped the First Responders, and reflecting 
on what it means to be patriotic. 

“My definition of patriotism is being a good citizen 
and supporting your country along with your fellow 
countrymen,” she said.

As an addition to the virtual In Honor and Remembrance commemoration 
in September, WoodmenLife members were invited to a virtual tour of the 
ground zero site and to share their feelings.

Sacrifice and Patriotism
Gloria King, of South Carolina, said the memorial 
site pays tribute to the people who made the ultimate 
sacrifice — and they deserve to be remembered.

The virtual tour evoked a feeling of patriotism for 
many viewers, including, “a love of one’s country,” said 
Joanna Thompson, a WoodmenLife Representative 
from California.

Gabelman added: “I really enjoyed hearing the stories 
that many of the heroes had to tell. Patriotism means 
freedom. Freedom to speak and to worship as we 
please; love for our country; honoring the men and 
women who fought for it; and respecting the flag.”

For Cox, patriotism means humility and humanity 
— caring for one another despite differences.

“Patriotism is having a sense of pride, but not 
arrogance — to be proud of the accomplishment, 
while striving to do better for the good of all, and 
taking care of each other in good and bad times,” 
she said.

Future Visits
Viewers said they hope to tour the site in person, and 
highly encourage others to do the same.

“Plan to visit the museum, as well as the reflecting 
pools,” Gabelman said. “The museum is very 
interesting. There are so many things from that sad 
day to see firsthand.”

The 9/11 tragedy and viewing the memorial brought 
forth many emotions for the virtual viewers.

“At the end of the day, we are all one,” Cox said. “The 
heroic actions of others saved thousands of lives. As 
much as we wish that day had never happened, it had 
a purpose. It brought out the undying love that we 
have for life, loving thy neighbor and caring for each 
other, especially in times of need. It would be easy to 
have anger in our hearts about that tragedy, but we 
would miss the love and bravery that were displayed 
that day for those who gave their lives to help others 
and those who lost their lives. Their memories live on.”
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“Every person listed on the memorial 
ledge had a purpose and a place in 
history at that moment, and for that, 
they can never be forgotten.”

— Toniko Cox
Photo courtesy of the 9/11 Memorial & Museum
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When our schools set out to bring back students 
this past fall, they were facing circumstances 
educators hadn’t encountered for 100 years. 

In the face of a worldwide pandemic, they remained 
focused on their mission to teach our kids and lead 
them into the future.

WoodmenLife saw the same circumstances as a chance 
to show our commitment to future generations. 
Our chapters responded in typical WoodmenLife 
fashion, lending a hand to 963 schools in 36 states 
and donating more than $513,450.25 through the 
Back-to-School Challenge. All active chapters were 
encouraged to donate $500 to the Title 1 school of 
their choice, and some dug deeper than that, giving 
more or helping more than one school.

The effects of COVID-19 impacted schools in 
universal ways, like having to ensure students were 
kept apart for their safety. It also affected schools in 
ways that were unique. Accordingly, our donations 
helped schools deal with their respective challenges 
in specific ways.

Chapter 25 in Albemarle, NC
Stanly County Schools decided 
to move its fifth-graders from 
the elementary schools to the 
middle schools to create more 
space. As part of the district’s 
plan, students would remain in 
their classrooms, and teachers 
would rotate in and out. 

Melissa Eudy, a teacher whose daughter is a fifth-
grader, asked what the fifth-grade teachers needed to 

make their transition easier and learned toolbox-like 
carts would be ideal. Then she took to social media 
to raise funds for five carts at $200 each.

Money for three carts had been raised when the 
request came to Chapter 25’s attention. Soon, money 
for the remaining carts and supplies was in hand.

“I am getting chills just remembering how I felt when 
I was called,” Eudy said. “The community coming 
together to support these teachers was absolutely 
awesome to witness.  

“I am so thankful to have been a small part of it. It 
has changed things for these five teachers and made 
their lives a little easier in this trying time.”

Chapter 264 in Commerce, GA
Banks County High School needed to limit the 
number of students in the lunchroom during meals. 
This effort included encouraging students to eat 
outside whenever possible, while following social-
distancing guidelines. 

The donation from Chapter 264 allowed the school 
to buy two picnic tables for 
students and staff to use 
in a lunch-friendly setting. 
The tables were constructed 
by the school’s agricultural 
classes and feature a plaque 
thanking WoodmenLife.

“Your support of our school and community is to be 
commended,” said Principal Christine Bray. “Thank 
you so much for the service you provide to make a 
difference in our lives.”

Chapter 2619 in Weslaco, TX
When the pandemic forced 
schools to close in the Rio 
Grande River region, students 
without internet access were at a 
potential disadvantage. Weslaco 
Independent School District 
Superintendent Priscilla Canales 
assured families “that our students will continue to 
receive a quality educational program at home with 
the support of technology and instructional packets.” 

Chapter 2619 bolstered the technology component 
of the effort with a $500 donation to both North 
Bridge Elementary and Rodolpho “Rudy” Silva 
Elementary. The money helped establish Wi-Fi hot 
spots on school buses parked around the district so 
students in homes without connections could have 
internet access. This helped the school uphold its 
commitment to students’ success.

Chapter 6004 in Castle Rock, CO
Sedalia Elementary in Sedalia, CO, believes in 
supporting one another and in sustainability. It 
created a sustainability program to teach students to 
care for what they have now and work to make sure 
it’s still here tomorrow. 

The sustainability program 
also empowers students to 
lead, which they do in growing 
vegetables, herbs and fruit trees 
in gardens that require less 
water. They also help tend to 
the school’s chickens, which eat the food waste.

When the school received Chapter 6004’s donation, 
it made a natural choice — to bolster its sustainability 
program, which is something it can control, when so 
many things are out of their control. 

In thanking WoodmenLife, Principal Jeff Johnson 
said the money would be used to rehabilitate the 
school’s garden beds and repair the chicken coop.

Back-to-School Success Stories
Hopefully, there won’t be another school year 
like 2020-21, but if there is and a need arises, 
WoodmenLife and its chapters will rise to the 
occasion. To see how our chapters look to help their 
communities, visit WoodmenLife.org/Lead-and-
Give/Chapters

Read more stories about how the Back-to-School 
Challenge helped others at Blog.WoodmenLife.org/
helping-communities/donating-to-schools
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Teachers at Stanly County Schools can now move from classroom 
to classroom more easily, with the help of a gift from WoodmenLife 
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Chapter Highlights

Chapter 264

Commerce, GA

629 Members 

Founded in 1911

Chapter Highlights

Chapter 2619 

Weslaco, TX

1,767 Members 

Founded in 1912

Chapter Highlights

Chapter 6004

Castle Rock, CO

670 Members 

Founded in 1932

Chapter Highlights

Chapter 25

Albemarle, NC

358 Members 

Founded in 1940

Back–to–School Challenge 
Delivers Much-Needed Relief
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Gary Sinise Foundation 
Continues Mission Despite 
Unprecedented Times 
When WoodmenLife partnered with the 

Gary Sinise Foundation, both knew they 
were partnering with another organization 

that shared a similar mission and values. Just as 
WoodmenLife looks out for families, its communities 
and those who protect us, the Gary Sinise Foundation 
believes in doing the same. 

Recent events have tested the resiliency of all 
Americans. Despite that, the Gary Sinise Foundation 
has found ways to connect with those who need it 
the most. 

Jim Ravella, Vice President of Outreach at the Gary 
Sinise Foundation, commented 
on how the pandemic has 
affected the way it carries out 
its mission. “This pandemic has 
caused a real pivot in the way we 
provide services to families, First 
Responders and Veterans,” he 
said. “Through it all though, and 
with partners like WoodmenLife, 
we’ve been able to do more, just 
in a different way.”

Jim Ravella

Throughout 2020, the Gary Sinise Foundation 
continued to help others by:      

• Teaching virtual music lessons to more than 100 
children of fallen military heroes through its 
Snowball Express initiative. 

• Delivering over 60,000 meals to more than 100 
Veterans Administration hospitals and more than 
160 other hospitals nationwide.

• Raising more than $1.4 million for COVID-19 
emergency relief, which helped to provide 63 
grants to First Responders in 27 states, as well as 
financial assistance to health care professionals, 
service members, Veterans, First Responders, 
and their families who were impacted by the 
novel coronavirus.  

• Distributing care packages to World War II 
Veterans through its Soaring Valor program.

• Providing more than 5,000 pieces of PPE, as well as 
vital sanitizing equipment and meals, to America’s 
First Responders.

• Facilitating retreats for widows of Armed Forces 
servicemen.

Said Ravella about Snowball Express, a Gary Sinise 
Foundation initiative supported by WoodmenLife 
which serves the children of our fallen service 
members and their families, “We’ve focused on 
keeping people engaged and connected. It’s been 
important to check in regularly with families to make 
sure they know we’re here. The greatest gift you can 
give a child is letting them know that their parent’s 
sacrifice mattered. Let them know that it counted.”
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CHAPTER

Chapters Have a Response 
to COVID-19: Keep on Giving
When COVID-19 stopped the Ronald McDonald 

House Mobile, in Mobile, AL, from providing 
home-cooked meals for the families staying 

there, in stepped Chapter 1 in Mobile.

This chapter in southern Alabama is no stranger to 
the Ronald McDonald House, as it has often hosted 
fundraisers to benefit the 38-room residence, which 
provides families a 
place to stay while their 
children undergo care 
at nearby hospitals.

“When I call Mr. Skipper (Chapter 1 President 
Roger Skipper), he asks what we need,” said Ronald 
McDonald House Assistant Director Liz Calci. 
“Then, he says, ‘Let me see what I can do.’”

What this chapter did this time was donate $3,000 
as part of the WoodmenLife COVID-19 Relief 
Challenge, which asked chapters across the country 
to give to local groups affected by the pandemic. The 
challenge was a way for WoodmenLife to show how 
we can make a difference when we work together — 
even when separated.

Before COVID-19, groups cooked meals at the Ronald 
McDonald House kitchen, with the goal of providing 
a “home away from home,” right down to the smells, 
Calci said. Now pandemic restrictions prohibit people 
from coming in to cook, so the residence found other 
ways to bring in a taste of home.

Chapter 1’s donation is being used to bring in 
homey boxed dinners from a local caterer on the first 
Thursday of every month. Calci said she expects the 
donation to last for 11 months.

“That’ll be our night — WoodmenLife Night — to 
feed the group,” Skipper said.

“We are so fortunate that people like WoodmenLife 
care enough to donate to these families,” Calci said. 
“They’re going through so much, and this is one 
thing they don’t have to worry about.”

Skipper said it was a no-brainer for Chapter 1 to help. 
During phone calls before the donation, there were 
comments from members like, “Anytime you want to 
do something for them, we want to make it happen.”

Another member comment came from a pastor who 
said, “I’m not supposed to be proud, but when you 
see one of those little kids look up at you, you know 
you’ve done something to help them through this.”

Skipper followed up with his own 
assessment of his chapter’s able assistance.

“Anytime you do something for 
someone, it’s mind-boggling,” he said, 
how much it can positively affect a 
person’s life. 

Good News From Across the U.S.
Elsewhere in the country, more 
WoodmenLife chapters made a 
difference where they could. 

• Chapter 5 in North Little Rock, AR, 
donated to a local senior center’s 
COVID-19 unit. It cannot borrow 
anything, like games, puzzles and 
crafts, from the main unit. So  
Chapter 5’s donation is being used to 
stock those shelves.

• In southeastern Texas, Chapter 3147 in 
Chute and Chapter 4450 in Angleton 
donated to the Brazoria County 
Dream Center to buy food for people 
who’ve lost jobs. Chapter 4652 in 
Crockett donated to Good Shepherd 
Fellowship to cover transportation 
costs to haul collected food for people 
affected by COVID-19. Chapter 
3060 in Bellville donated to a local 
hospital foundation to help buy 
personal protective equipment.

• Chapter 148 in Hartwell and Chapter 
310 in LaFayette in northern Georgia 
donated to domestic abuse shelters 
to help them buy additional cleaning 
and sanitizing equipment.

These are just a snapshot of the efforts 
of the WoodmenLife  family. Visit 
WoodmenLife.org/Lead-and-Give/
Chapters to see how else WoodmenLife 
chapters help make a difference in  
their communities.
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The Ronald McDonald House in Mobile, AL, relied on volunteers, 
including Chapter 1 members, to cook meals for guests. When 
COVID-19 hit and people couldn't pitch in, the chapter donated $3,000 
to supply boxed dinners. Now caterers deliver food for "WoodmenLife 
Night" each Thursday, and will for about 11 months.
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Answer key from Sudoku on Page 41

6 4 8 9 2 1 7 3 5
5 1 7 4 3 6 2 9 8
9 2 3 7 5 8 1 6 4
7 3 1 6 4 5 9 8 2
8 9 5 2 1 3 4 7 6
4 6 2 8 7 9 5 1 3
1 8 4 3 9 2 6 5 7
2 5 6 1 8 7 3 4 9
3 7 9 5 6 4 8 2 1
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Unexpected gifts Grandchildren Peacefulness Technology
Belonging Long walks Good sleep Vacation
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Parents Nature Health Family
Travel Weekends Hot tea Dogs
Sports Cats Hugs Home
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From Dream to Reality: Ag Barn to 
Serve Community for Generations
Students at Chapel Hill Independent School 

District in Smith County, TX, will soon have a 
state-of-the-art agriculture barn to call their own. 

The $1 million project, slated for completion this fall, 
will serve as a place for students to house animals, 
attend class and host fundraisers and various events.

Kenny Carnes, ag teacher and FFA advisor, 
said, “With the addition of 
this facility, our potential is 
unlimited.” Most students at 
Chapel Hill don’t have the 
option to keep livestock on 
their property. He said, “This 
barn will change that. Students 
will have a place to keep their animals, and I believe 
we’ll have a lot more interest in animal science.”

April Smith, mother of current FFA President 
Ashlynn Smith, agrees with Carnes about potential. 
She said, “Having this barn is going to be huge for 
the FFA program. Plus, we can host fundraisers and 
shows. We’ve never had that opportunity before.”

Former FFA President and alumna Kaitlyn King, 
with the help of other students, pushed for funding 
in 2018. After receiving a $5,000 grant, word 

spread, and the project quickly received school and 
community interest. 

WoodmenLife Financial Representative Martin 
Ibarra is a member of Chapter 72 in Tyler, TX, and 
serves as school board president. From membership 
dues and proceeds from the sale of its building, the 
chapter donated $40,000 toward the project. Ibarra 
said, “WoodmenLife was the catalyst that took this 
from a small project to a huge project.”

King said, “The community support behind this 
project is incredible. It’s exciting to know that future 
students will reap the benefits from all this work for 
years to come.”

School Superintendent Lamond Dean is excited 
about the opportunities the barn will offer. He 
said, “This facility gives our kids the opportunity 
to do things they’ve always wanted to do but never 
personally had the option to,” he said.

The school’s partnership with WoodmenLife 
doesn’t stop with the barn. “Our relationship with 
WoodmenLife is not just about this barn,” Dean 
said. “It’s also working together in many different 
capacities and investing in our children and  
our future.”

Supporting Hurricane 
Recovery in Louisiana

It’s heartbreaking to know that fellow Americans are 
struggling through adversity, such as a natural disaster, 
food insecurity or homelessness. Individuals who wish 

to make a difference can use WoodmenLife Impact to 
raise funds online for a variety of charitable causes. A 
recent Impact campaign, initiated by Karen Hebert, 
WoodmenLife's Community Outreach Advisor in 
Louisiana, raised $26,000 to support recovery after 
Hurricane Laura ravaged the Gulf Coast.

On Aug. 28, Laura caused devastating destruction in 
the community of Acadiana, in southern Louisiana. 
Exactly six weeks later, on Oct. 8, Hurricane Delta 
caused further damage, while many residents were still 
mucking out flooded houses, hauling away downed 
trees and struggling with unexpected homelessness. 

The people of Louisiana pride themselves on 
taking care of their own. Hebert, who lives in 
central Louisiana, selected an initiative of Catholic 
Charities of Acadiana called Rebuilding Together for 
the Impact campaign. Many of the state's chapters 
supported the fundraiser. Carol Stepp, treasurer 
of Chapter 1180, understands how the hurricane 
changed the lives of her southern neighbors.  
“My nephew, his wife and baby live in Lake Charles. 
They had a mandatory evacuation. They were living 
with us for a while, because it took a while to get 
electricity back on,” said Stepp. Her chapter donated 
$2,000 to the Rebuilding Together fundraiser.

Going Shoulder to Shoulder
Catholic Charities of Acadiana's Chief Communications 
Officer,  Ben Broussard, finds personal inspiration in 
Rebuilding Together's impact 
on Acadiana, where he has 
lived for his entire life. “We're 
helping to facilitate a response of 
compassion — not just a hand 
on the back but going shoulder 
to shoulder,” he said. “We're 
saying ‘hey, we're going to help 
you right now, we're going to 
fix your roof, we're going to pull 
a tree off your house,’” he said. 
“Because that's a real need, and those are real solutions 
for people who need it the most.” 

Broussard expressed his gratitude for the Impact 
donation, which helps his organization rent 
dumpsters and heavy machinery and purchase 
supplies like buckets, tarps and lumber needed to 
remove debris and rebuild homes. “I look forward to 
further partnership with WoodmenLife,” he said. “As 
affiliates and as a national office, they were absolute 
partners and rock stars for helping bring relief to 
people suffering under the weight of these disasters.” 

Start a Campaign Today
Anyone can use Impact to create an online 
fundraiser benefiting a nonprofit organization. Unlike 
many fundraising tools, WoodmenLife pays all 
administrative fees. That means Impact can make an 
even bigger impact, as 100% of donations go to the 
designated organization. 

Visit WoodmenLife.org/Impact to learn more.
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Agriculture 
students at Chapel 
Hill Independent 
School District now 
have a facility to 
show and keep 
animals, thanks 
to some help from 
Chapter 72 in  
Tyler, TX.
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Ben Broussard

Chapter Highlights

Chapter 72

Tyler, TX

2,075 Members

Founded in 1895

WoodmenLife Impact® campaign 
raises $26,000 for rebuilding with 
38 chapters participating.

100% IMPACT

FEES
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Care Package 
Project Runs 
on Passion
N o one lives in this small house in Paducah, KY, 

but love still fills every room. Known as the 
Hugs House, the living room is home to large, 

overflowing bins that line the walls. In the bedroom, 
boxes and shipping supplies have taken the place of 
beds and nightstands. Every month, volunteer teams, 
including several WoodmenLife members, bring life 
to the Hugs House, while lovingly preparing care 
packages for members of the U.S. military.

Founded by Gayron “Papa Ferg” Ferguson, The Hugs 
Project of Western Kentucky is 
a branch of The Hugs Project, 
a national organization based 
in Oklahoma. Ferguson, who 
holds WoodmenLife certificates 
for his three grandsons, first 
began shipping monthly boxes 
to soldiers in 2007. While 
serving in Iraq, Ferguson’s son, 
Christopher, asked him to send 
some mail for two buddies in 
his unit. Like thousands of other 
service members, these men had 
never received any correspondence from home.

Soon, Ferguson was sending boxes to a growing 
number of people serving in harm’s way overseas. 
Eventually, he connected with The Hugs Project and 
purchased the Hugs House. Since he mailed his first 
package 13 years ago, Ferguson, his wife, Donna, and 

his team have sent more than 47,000 care packages 
to more than 14,500 men and women.

‘Not all heroes wear capes. Some wear Kevlar.’ 
Ferguson's motto, a personal take on a popular 
saying, expresses his passion for the military and 
the people who risk their lives for their country. 

“Imagine if you're over there in the Middle East, 
and you're serving on your eighth or ninth tour, and 
you never get anything at all from home. The others 
will share their stuff ... but it's not the same thing as 
hearing your name at mail call,” Ferguson said. 

The Hugs Project of Western Kentucky identifies 
individuals who need care packages primarily 
through military chaplains overseas and by word 
of mouth at home. Every month during their tour, 
these heroes receive a box containing things like 
soap, toothpaste, razors, lip balm, snacks and treats, 
playing cards, magazines, and books, along with a 
personal letter from a citizen and a card from a child. 

Individuals, groups and companies make in-kind and 
monetary donations to keep the Hugs House well 
stocked. The Kentucky team also collects donations 
at tables outside of local businesses. “People will 
come up and drop a $100 bill in our collection and 
say that their son is in the service, or they were in the 
service,” said Denise Hawkes, a seasoned volunteer. 
“We don't ever want to forget our service people. We 
appreciate all that they do.” 

Letters ‘Saving Lives’
Letters and stories from chaplains and Veterans keep 
Ferguson inspired. One Veteran made a 4 ½-hour 
detour from a road trip just to shake Ferguson's hand 

and thank him in person. “I even had a chaplain tell 
me 'thank you for saving lives,'” said Ferguson. The 
chaplain explained that getting mail makes people 
feel cared about and hopeful. That hope makes them 
more attentive and likely to notice something critical 
in a dangerous situation.

Those special feelings can last beyond active duty. 
In one letter, sent from a VA hospital, a man told 
Ferguson that he was literally on the verge of suicide 
when he remembered the cards and letters he received 
during his service. Recognizing that people cared about 
him, the Veteran called the suicide crisis line instead 
of ending his own life. “Every time I start getting 
discouraged,” said Ferguson, “God puts something in 
my life to let us know we're making a difference.” 

Put Your Body and Soul Into It
“Papa Ferg” encourages anyone wanting to make 
that kind of difference to find their own passion. 
“Find your passion and get involved. Don’t just send 
money.” Ferguson stresses that money is important, 
but volunteering takes things to a higher level. “Put 
your body and soul into something, because you'll 
be amazed at how good you'll feel about yourself. 
I'm 67 years old, and I still have a purpose beyond 
my family. I can still be a blessing to other people.” A 
blessing bestowed on thousands, one box at a time. 

32   WoodmenLife Magazine  |  WoodmenLife.org WoodmenLife.org |  WoodmenLife Magazine   33

MEMBER

NEWS

MEMBER

NEWS

Gayron “Papa Ferg" Ferguson puts his body and soul into The Hugs 
Project. He oversees an operation that's sent thousands of care 
packages to military personnel serving overseas and gets support from 
his wife, Donna, and, before the pandemic, many volunteers.

The Hugs House in Paducah, KY, is where the magic happens. It's full of supplies — like soap, toothpaste, razors, lip balm, snacks, playing cards, 
magazines, and books — and, before the pandemic, volunteers who prepare the boxes that go overseas.

13 Years
Dedicated to 
this project 

14,500+
Package  

recipients

47,000+
Care packages sent

By the numbers
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http://WoodmenLife.org


A Unique Boutique’s Mission: 

Build Confidence
W hen a foster child arrives in a new home, they 

often bring along a history of trauma and 
upheaval. In addition, many children have 

no clean, well-fitting clothing to bring to their new 
home. Foster Love, a nonprofit mobile boutique 
created by Amber Richardson of Omaha, NE, strives 
to give foster families affordable access to stylish, 
high-quality clothing.

Alpha Chapter 16 of Omaha recently made a 
generous donation of $2,500 in support of Foster 
Love. Robby Molony, Chapter 16 member and 
WoodmenLife Director of Community Partnerships, 
discovered Foster Love when he and Richardson, who 
has fostered four children, volunteered as assistant 
soccer coaches in the same league. Impressed with 
the project, Molony contacted his chapter president, 
Eric Sauvage, and suggested making a donation to 
Foster Love.

“Foster Love's vision is something that aligns with 
our chapter values and held the promise that we 
could make a measurable impact,” Sauvage said. 
“I think everyone has a soft spot for supporting 
vulnerable youth in the community. The next 
generation is our most valuable asset, and causes that 
support the successful transition of young people to 
adulthood are remarkably important.” Chapter 16 
quickly approved the donation, and the funds helped 
Richardson construct a tiny house on wheels.

Richardson’s first foster child arrived at her home 
in 2007, carrying a single black garbage bag filled 
with worn, torn clothes that didn’t fit. She now 
understands this experience is quite common for 
foster families.

Compelled to take action, Richardson began 
developing the idea for Foster Love in 2019. “Some 
kids arrive with literally nothing but the clothes on 
their backs,” she said. “The least we can do is give 
them some confidence, just in the way they look.”

When the project launches in spring 2021, the 
mobile house will travel the area, offering foster 
families boutique-style shopping. Eventually, it will 
visit children living in group homes. Parents will also 
be able to request a Foster Love welcome package for 
new placements.

Molony encourages WoodmenLife members to visit 
FosterLove402.org to learn about getting involved. 
“If we can support those kids and maybe make that 
journey easier, we just have to do it,” he said. “I 
am proud of my chapter for valuing these kids and 
sending a generous gift.”

WoodmenLife.org |  WoodmenLife Magazine   3534   WoodmenLife Magazine  |  WoodmenLife.org

MEMBER

NEWS

CHAPTER

NEWS

Member’s Talent Provides a 
Creative Outlet, Way to Help Others
G raphic designer by day and sports memorabilia 

artist by night would be one way to describe 
Josh Trout, who works in the WoodmenLife 

Home Office. The description wouldn’t do him 
justice, though. 

This is a man who’d shown 
great potential in art from 
junior high school through 
college, but then set his talent 
aside for a long time.

“I got away from art for 15 
years,” Trout said. “I didn’t do 
anything. Life got in the way.”

But then inspiration struck 
in the form of baseball and 
a friend telling him about an artist selling painted 
baseballs. Trout knew he could do this type of art, 
and he liked baseball. Plus, he said, he’s not an artist 
who wants to create works that just sit around him, 
unappreciated by others.

“I have to have a purpose,” Trout said.

That purpose, it turns out, is making people happy. 
So many sports fans want a way to express and display 
their passion. Trout helps them with painted baseballs, 
footballs, baseball cards, and baseball bats, as well as 
original paintings. He’s also a licensed Topps Artist, 
working on multiple card sets, where he does hand-
drawn, one-of-a-kind sketch cards that are sought 
after by baseball card collectors and enthusiasts.

His purpose also includes donating works to 
foundations like that of former Major League 
pitcher Brian Duensing, which supports childhood 
cancer research. In addition, Trout provided art to a 

fundraiser this past fall to benefit the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum. His artwork included 11-by-14 
portraits of Hall of Famers Satchel Paige and Hank 
Aaron and two unique Jackie Robinson collectibles 
— a painted baseball and a 2020 Topps Museum 
Collection sketch card.

The Negro Leagues' event was a celebration of the 
accomplishments of black athletes, a way to highlight 
social justice and a way to promote the work of small 
businesses — all of which Trout supports.

“You always see artists willing to help out,” he said. 
“Anytime you help causes, when you help others, 
you’re doing it to propel your craft.”

Josh Trout

Chapter Highlights

Chapter 16

Omaha, NE

3,330 Members

Founded in 1897

Amber and Matthew Richardson, with their children, from left, 
Berkley, 5; Trevon, 14; Jayda, 12; and Demetrius, 8.
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Thanks to everyone who participated 
in our Pumpkin Carving Challenge in 
October. It was fun to “get together” for 
such a beloved fall tradition. Times like 
these are the ones that make memories 
for so many of us, and it’s heartwarming 
to imagine the smiles around the 
workspaces, as pumpkins were turned 
into jack-o’-lanterns.

Soon, we hope, we’ll be able to enjoy 
activities like this in person. Until then, 
remember all the WoodmenLife Extras1 

available to you as part of our family. 

Pumpkin 
Carving

B R O U G H T  U S  B R O U G H T  U S  
" T O G E T H E R "" T O G E T H E R "
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Chapter 269
Bristol, VA

Chapter 4536
Industry, TX

Chapter 29
Nebraska City, NE

Chapter 63
Ocean Springs, MS

Chapter 635
Fairfield, IL

Chapter 1932
Elba, AL

1. Member benefits are not contractual, are subject to change and have specific eligibility requirements.

Fighting Hunger Could  
Mean Better Lives for All
Hunger doesn’t care that we’re starting a new 

year, or that people have been hurt by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It’s relentless, depriving 

millions of Americans of nutrition and the ability to 
live normal lives.

The numbers show hunger’s reach, and they’re 
disturbing.  According to Feeding America®, 50 million 
Americans were at risk of experiencing food insecurity 
in 2020 because of the pandemic. That’s 16% of our 
country’s entire population. Making matters worse, 
many who suffer from food insecurity do not qualify 
for federal relief programs. That means they may need 
the support of local food pantries.

The efforts of our members1 and our National 
Community Focus of fighting hunger are very 

important in making sure everyone has a chance to  
be full and happy.

Multiple Ways to Serve 
Food brings people together — not only in how our 
families dine together, but also in the sense of how a 
gift to a food bank could connect us with someone 
who’s less fortunate. We have the chance to make a 
bigger impact than we think. Building up others is a 
way to pay things forward.

There are specific ways we can help right now:

• Send a thank-you card to staff on the front lines 
at Feeding America food banks (use the online 
tool at FeedingAmerica.org/thank-a-food-bank-
hero to get started)

• Like and follow @FeedingAmerica on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter

• Call your local food bank to see how you can 
help. Visit FeedingAmerica.org/Find-Your-Local-
Foodbank to find a food bank near you

• Start a fundraising campaign at WoodmenLife.org/
Impact to support a food bank or pantry near you

For more on how WoodmenLife fights hunger, visit 
WoodmenLife.org/Lead-and-Give/NCF

1. An individual becomes a member by joining our shared commitment to family, 
community and country, and by purchasing a WoodmenLife product.Ph
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Life insurance can also be used to leave a legacy through a monetary gift 
to a charitable organization, church or other nonprofit that is important 
to you and your family.

Why Give Through Life Insurance
Charitable gifts of life insurance, both large and small, are a meaningful 
way to support organizations you care about after your passing. It’s also 
an uplifting way to have your memory honored. Start the process by 
contacting the charity or cause you want to benefit. You’ll likely find it 
receptive to your intentions.

“Most of the time, nonprofits will support your effort,” said Pat Frappampina, 
Senior Vice President and National Sales Manager. “They understand the 
impact the gift of life insurance can make to their organizations.

“For example, if you are a member of a church, you can assign ownership of 
the life insurance certificate to the church or keep ownership and designate 
the church as beneficiary. Either way, you pay the monthly premium, and 
you create a legacy by passing that amount on to the church.”

Leave  
a Legacy  
Through Life Insurance

1. Assignment of modified endowment contracts may be reportable to the assignor to the 
extent of the gain in the certificate. Contact your professional tax advisor or attorney for tax 
or legal advice. 2. Benefits are includible in the estate if death occurs within three years of 
transfer of ownership. 3. Benefits are includible in the estate if ownership is not assigned (i.e., 
only a beneficiary designation is made).

By donating life insurance, both you and the charity you 
give to can enjoy benefits, including:

• Potential income tax and estate tax deductions1   

• The ability to give more through the life insurance 
death benefit

• Death proceeds that avoid the delays of probate

Ways to Give With Life Insurance
Any type of insurance can be used to set up a legacy giving 
plan, but permanent life insurance — like whole life or 
universal life — are good options. WoodmenLife offers a 
variety of life insurance products to meet your needs, and 
once purchased, you can assign it2 to a charity, church or 
other nonprofit organization. 

You can also keep ownership and designate your charity as 
a beneficiary.3 In addition to a product you’re purchasing, 
you can assign a product you already own to a charity. 
Sometimes, gifting the certificate itself is an option. 
These are the kinds of questions your WoodmenLife 
Representative is ready to help you answer.

“The first thing you can expect your Representative to do 
is identify your ultimate goal,” Frappampina said. “The 
next step will be to get together to build a plan based on 
your resources. Finally, your Representative will present 
the best solution for you.” 

A Lasting Legacy
The purpose of this type of giving is not to reduce, replace 
or eliminate insurance protection for your family. Instead, 
it’s an additional opportunity that allows you to give a 
significant gift to an organization that means a great deal 
to you without having to make a large donation today. 

Using this planning concept, you can continue to take care 
of your family when you’re gone and make a difference 
where you’ve seen the need. 

If you’d like more information, please contact your 
WoodmenLife Representative.

P
eople often buy 
life insurance to 
help project the 

financial future of their 
families. You’ve likely 
made such a purchase 
to provide for your 
final expenses, replace 
your income and pay 
off outstanding debt, 
among other things.
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Oh, So Social!
WoodmenLife is now on Instagram! 
Follow us to see all the ways we’re 
working together to uphold our 
shared commitment to family, 
community and country. 

Find @WoodmenLife today or 
scan the QR code below!

NEWSWORTHY NEWSWORTHY

2021 Refund 
Amount Set
As a member, you may be eligible 
to receive an annual refund on 
your certificate, which will be sent 
to you via mail or reinvested in 
your account, depending on the 
preference you have set. 

During 2021, members holding 
certain life, accident or health 
certificates are expected to be 
paid approximately $30.8 million 
in refunds.

http://WoodmenLife.org
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Belonging
Cats
Children
Dogs
Family
Good sleep
Grandchildren
Health
Home
Hot tea
Hugs
Kindness
Long walks

Nature
Parents
Partners
Peacefulness
Sports
Sunshine
Technology
Travel
Unexpected  
  gifts
Vacation
Weekends
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G L U N N Y P L N W I D Y R Q J U C K T
S E T V P Q J A N Z P N R M E G A A G H
S E B E K P A N E E F Z G F E R R T H P
L P H P S I U K V G S Y G H V X C I P F
Q E R P A R T N E R S S Q E U J C O K X
H C W B C O I F K V F S Y Y B V D N S Q
O T F I L L O N G W A L K S I V J Y R O
M E O I Q P C F I L W S T A L A Z B V R
E C F X V L B D C E Q G Y J M M O R J B
I H G A C V K W I H Z L P A R E N T S J
H N T R A V E L W D E P V U K V K V V O
N O N X T G Q I C X D D A I C G P O G G
N L T D S J T T K I N D N E S S E L B H
G O V T C U N E X P E C T E D G I F T S
E G C Z E Q G N Q V S D Z D U C I U Q D
P Y B W K A G R A N D C H I L D R E N N

Unexpected gifts Grandchildren Peacefulness Technology
Belonging Long walks Good sleep Vacation
Children Partners Sunshine Kindness
Parents Nature Health Family
Travel Weekends Hot tea Dogs
Sports Cats Hugs Home

®

Gratitude
After a year unlike any other, where challenges were plentiful, there also 
were opportunities to find hope and things to be grateful for. Being grateful 
is proven to improve health and well-being. So here we go! 

What are we grateful for? Word search

4 3 5

5 7 6 2

5 4

3 4 5

8 5 2 3 4 6

8 7 1

1 9

6 1 3 9

3 7 2

Grat·i·tude |  / gra-tə-tüd, tyüd /
The quality of being thankful; readiness to show 
appreciation for and to return kindness.
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(The answers are on Page 37.)

Word Unscramble
(The answers are below.)

1. ehssuktfnnla  _________________________

2. cerapantoip  _________________________

3. ieocgrtoinn  _________________________

4. gkwlcateneonmd  _________________________

5. tiuratged  _________________________

Jokes
I’m grateful to you for teaching me the definition of 
"abundance."
It means a lot.

What do you call a grateful train?
Thomas the Thanks Engine

The waiter came by and grated cheese for me.
I told him I was grateful.

I'm very grateful that somebody invented window blinds.
Otherwise it would be curtains for all of us!

 (1) Thankfulness; (2) Appreciation; (3) Recognition;  
(4) Acknowledgment; (5) Gratitude

http://WoodmenLife.org
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Harry “Tommy” Allen
Chapter 488
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Sondra “Diane” Bizzle
Chapter 1225
Dyersburg, TN

Christopher Booher
Chapter 19
Somerset, PA

Roy Bradford Sr.
Age 89, Chapter 447
Lewisville, TX

Charles “Dago” Castellaw 
Chapter 488
Alamo, TN

David Cheney
Age 72, Chapter 285
San Diego, CA

Kathy Cline
Age 64, Chapter 68
Shawnee, OK

Billy Doyle
Age 86, Chapter 879
Cynthiana, KY

Tom Ervin
Age 76, Chapter 876
Melbourne, FL

Betty Flowers
Age 69, Chapter 19
Meadville, PA

Patsy Forrest
Chapter 196
Hornbeak, TN

Timothy Gardner
Age 60, Chapter 462
Chazy, NY

Billy Gibson
Chapter 488
Alamo, TN

Donald Kent Golden Jr.
Chapter 144
Tifton, GA

Mary Guillotte
Age 83, Chapter 4657
Katy, TX

Nelson Guillotte
Chapter 4657
Katy, TX

Judith Harden
Age 90, Chapter 338
Phenix City, AL

Trent Allen Harrell
Age 21, Chapter 1004
Pinetops, NC

Phillip Hartley
Age 80, Chapter 739
Milledgeville, GA

Ramona Hill
Chapter 1225
Dyersburg, TN

Stephanie Jones
Chapter 488
Alamo, TN
Retired Sales Representative

George Justice Jr.
Chapter 991
Raleigh, NC

Jeanelle Lewis
Age 78, Chapter 899
Jacksonville, FL

George McGee
Age 91, Chapter 423
Ecru, MS
Retired Sales Representative

Cora Miles
Age 85, Chapter 338
Phenix City, AL

Verla Moser
Age 90, Chapter 6049
Highland, IL

Lynn “Ole” Olson
Age 76, Chapter 16
Omaha, NE

Randall Paramore
Age 89, Chapter 1901
Notasulga, AL

James Payton
Age 70, Chapter 406
Lytle, TX

E. John Schaller
Age 88
Waterloo, IL
Retired Sales Representative

Lessie Seals
Chapter 196
Hornbeak, TN

Jenna Smith
Age 35, Chapter 338
Phenix City, AL

Johnny “Mac” Thompson
Chapter 488
Alamo, TN

Gerald “Jerry” 
Thornton
Age 70, Chapter 338
Phenix City, AL

Dorothy Watters
Age 83, Chapter 57
LaCenter, KY

John Watters
Age 89, Chapter 57
LaCenter, KY

John Williams
Age 92, Chapter 165
Houston, MS

David Wimberly
Chapter 488
Alamo, TN

Douglas Whitfield
Chapter 406
Panama City, FL

Dwight Woodford
Age 71, Chapter 57
LaCenter, KY

Lea Zajac
Age 85, Chapter 698
Vallejo, CA

In Memoriam 

In Memoriam Submission Guidelines:  
If you would like your departed loved one included here, please upload a photo of the highest possible quality with his or her full name, age, 
chapter number, and hometown at WoodmenLife.org/Photos. If it applies, include if they were a Jurisdictional Officer, a National Committee 
member, a Regional Director, or a National Representative. Thank you.

1. IUL is not an investment. It is a life insurance policy product that provides growth potential through index interest crediting. You cannot invest directly in an index. 
2. Guarantees are backed by the claims-paying ability of WoodmenLife. 
Universal Life insurance products contain fees, such as mortality and expense charges (which may increase over time), and may contain restrictions, such as surrender 
periods. This certificate could lose money. WoodmenLife will provide notification if the guaranteed monthly deductions and interests are expected to exhaust the plan’s cash 
values prior to the maturity date. This certificate is not guaranteed to stay in force until maturity based on minimum guarantees.
Flexible Premiums Adjustable Indexed Life Certificates ICC18 8730 4-18, 8730 4-18 (XX). Before you purchase, be sure to ask your sales representative about the life 
insurance policy’s features, benefits and fees, and whether the life insurance is appropriate for you, based upon your financial situation and objectives. Products are not 
available in New York and all products may not be available in all states. Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society (WoodmenLife); Home Office: Omaha, Nebraska. 
D1591 9/20

Protection in the best, 
and worst, of times
When uncontrollable forces lead to downturns in the market, My Choice IUL®  from WoodmenLife1 
can protect you from stock market fluctuations. With a 0% floor2, your account's cash value will 
not be damaged by market-based losses. 

Scan the QR code to find out more about the 0% floor limit protection with  
My Choice IUL or visit WoodmenLife.org/MyChoice 
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Please note: If members in your household belong to different chapters, the magazine will be sent to the oldest member and will 
feature events for his/her chapter of record. You can access other chapters’ events on WoodmenLife.org. Information concerning 
events and activities is subject to change. Visit your chapter’s website for the most current information.

Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society (WoodmenLife) is an Equal Access fraternal benefit society. It is the policy of WoodmenLife to seek qualified members 
on a nondiscriminatory basis and to provide all members with equal access to and allow their participation in WoodmenLife’s chapter system, chapter events, fraternal 
benefits, and all other fraternal activities on a nondiscriminatory basis. If you would like an additional calendar printed, please contact your Community Outreach Advisor.
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