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For most of 
us, making a 
difference on 
any level feels 
really good. 
I especially 
believe this 
when it 
comes to our 

WoodmenLife members. Every day 
across this nation, you are out there 
giving back to your communities 
(and the people who live there) in so 
many ways, putting fraternalism on 
display for everyone to see. 

From hosting 5K runs and collecting 
donations to support the hunger-
fighting efforts of local food pantries, 
to raising your voices to bring joy to 
others, all of these efforts remind me 
of the many ways WoodmenLife 
is different from so many other 
insurance companies.  

Since we launched our National 
Community Focus earlier this year, 
many of you have rallied around this 
unified cause of fighting hunger, and it’s 
been impressive to see the impact we’ve 
made. But there is still work to do. 

WoodmenLife, founded in 1890, is a not-for-profit insurance 

company that also offers customer benefits.

Our more than 700,000 members, who hold nearly one million 

insurance and annuity certificates, belong to nearly 1,000 

chapters throughout the United States. Local chapters sponsor 

family activities and conduct community projects. These 

projects include: presenting U.S. flags to civic and community 

organizations; donating equipment to police, fire and rescue 

units; providing assistance to senior citizens, the physically 

impaired and orphans; and providing monetary assistance.

Securities are offered through Woodmen Financial Services, 

Inc., 1700 Farnam Street, Omaha, NE 68102, 877-664-3332, 

member FINRA/SIPC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Woodmen 

of the World Life Insurance Society (collectively ”WoodmenLife“). 

Securities other than the WoodmenLife Variable Annuity are 

issued by companies that are not affiliated with Woodmen of the 

World Life Insurance Society.

Products that are not issued by WoodmenLife or offered and 

processed through Woodmen Financial Services, Inc., may be 

offered through Woodmen Insurance Agency, Inc., a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Woodmen of the World Life Insurance 

Society (”WoodmenLife“). These products are issued by carriers 

that are not affiliated with Woodmen of the World Life Insurance 

Society.

Not all products are available in all states. Not all Representatives 

are licensed to sell all products.

Hunger in America continues to 
be a serious problem. You can learn 
more about this issue and why 
WoodmenLife supports this cause 
inside. 

No matter your age, beliefs, financial 
status, or education, by working with 
your chapters to fight hunger, I know 
we can keep making a difference in our 
communities, big and small. 

Thank you for your generous spirit, 
hard work and ongoing commitment 
to WoodmenLife. Your efforts have 
truly helped our organization grow and 
become what it is today!

Sincerely,

Larry R. King
President & CEO 

Making a Difference 
Across America

Our Mission: WoodmenLife 

exists to benefit our members 

through every stage of life.

Larry R. King

President’s Message
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Members from Chapter 6 in Cumberland, MD, presented a flag to the Allegany Museum.
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from the Editor
Time for a Refresh
In a few months, spring will be here and we’ll be planting gardens, 
cleaning windows and wearing sandals again. It’s a time for renewal 
– so the perfect time to unveil the new look of WoodmenLife 
Magazine.

The next issue, which will be in your mailbox the first week of 
March, will have a brand new feel to it. But it won’t be drastically 
different. We’ll still have some of the same features, including 
dozens of chapter photos, several member profiles and all the 
WoodmenLife news we can fit. 

What will change is the way we present that information. The photos will be bigger, the stories will be easier to 
read and the overall design will match the WoodmenLife brand. 

We’ve been working on the new design for months and are confident it will belong  on your coffee table right next to the 
lifestyle magazines you buy at your grocery store checkout. 

We want to present you, our members, in the best light possible and make you feel proud to be associated with WoodmenLife.

Sincerely,

Angie Hempel 
Editor

Search: WoodmenLife to ‘like’ our page. Follow us on Twitter @WoodmenLife

Want to see your 

chapter pictured?

Email photos of your chapter 
members and events to 

photos@woodmenmag.com.
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WoodmenLife Chapter Gets Literary

What is a Little Free Library?

A Little Free Library is a small book exchange that can be 
housed in parks, in front of community centers – virtually 
anywhere. Created by Todd H. Bol, the organization’s 
motto is “Take a Book. Return a Book.” Since being 
established in 2012, the concept has expanded to 32,000 
Little Free Libraries around the world.

WoodmenLife Magazine 5

Community Connection

How do you turn an abandoned 
cabinet into a successful 
community outreach project?  

You transform it into a Little Free 
Library (see box). Chapter 7 in 
Lynchburg, VA, did just that this 
year under the supervision of 
Representative Kim Steger.

Steger was a new Representative in April 
when the chapter was working to come 
up with ideas to be more welcoming 
to the community. “We wanted to do 
something with a little more ongoing 
community outreach – not just a one-
time event,” Steger said.

Steger’s daughters, Grace, 14, and 
Claire, 16, are avid readers, and the 
family had visited Little Free Libraries 
in various places when they traveled. 
The girls suggested that the chapter 
create their own Little Free Library. 
The chapter agreed.

One Person’s Trash…
Chapter 7’s project took off when 
member Sherry Sheets saw an 
abandoned cabinet by the side of 
the road that she thought would be 
perfect. Recruiting Sales Manager 
Joey Sarinana suggested that they 
display the American flag prominently 
on it, and asked Tom Wyckoff, a 
talented local airbrush artist, to add 
the flag to both sides (see photo at 
right). Steger then had the idea to 
work with T.C. Miller Elementary 
School in Lynchburg to have the kids 
put red, white and blue handprints 

all over the inside. “It all just came 
together,” Steger said. 

A ribbon cutting was held for the 
Little Free Library on July 21. About 
15-20 students attended, along with 
Principal Dr. Amy Huskin, teachers 
and community members. Popsicles, 
ice cream sandwiches and other 
refreshments were served.

A Big Impact
The Little Free Library sits on the 
covered porch of Lynchburg Chapter 
7 and attracts visitors daily. “People 
are very excited,” Steger said. “They 
love it. We get regular visitors, and 

we’re getting a lot of book donations.”

Donations come from chapter 
members, as well as area schools, 
colleges and other people. In addition 
to the books, chapter members also 
keep coloring books and crayons in 
stock, as well as treats such as lollipops 
for the younger visitors.

The Little Free Library is bringing 
people to the chapter and allowing 
them to learn more about 
WoodmenLife in the process. “It’s 
been a fun project,” Steger said. 
“We’re getting the word out that 
WoodmenLife provides for the 
community.”  ::

Representative 
Kim Steger 
(with her two 
daughters) was 
instrumental 
in helping 
Lynchburg 
(VA) Chapter 7 
begin a Little 
Free Library 
and make it a 
success.



Wesley Pritchard is a pastor and member of 
WoodmenLife Chapter 60 in Fayetteville, NC.

CD1327 10/2015

Like many other families in his congregation, Pastor 
Wesley Pritchard represents four generations within the 
church. Pritchard’s father founded Fayetteville (NC) 
Community Church in 1972, and still preaches today 
at 81 years old. As he had, Wesley Pritchard’s children 
grew up in the church, and his grandchildren attend the 
school. Recently, through WoodmenLife’s Legacy Giving 
Program, Pritchard has found a way to help support the 
church for generations to come.

A Partnership with WoodmenLife
As a pastor and father, Pritchard spends a lot of time setting 
goals and working to fulfill them. Fayetteville Community 
Church opened Riverside Christian Academy this year, 
and is currently raising funds for a community center. 
“We’re always planning for the long range,” he said. “With 
everything we do, we have to raise the money ourselves.”

WoodmenLife Recruiting Sales Manager Ryan Blake, a 

Passing 
It On
Large-scale Giving Not 
Just for the Wealthy

Legacy Giving will help future  
generations of students.
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Standing Strong For Generations®
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member of Pritchard’s congregation, began to think about how the church 
would meet ongoing expenses down the road. 

Blake was inspired to start a Legacy Giving program at the church after 
listening to a presentation by a visiting mission group. “What really stood 
out to me was when they talked about how everyone wants to raise money 
for brick and mortar, but no one thinks about the ongoing day-to-day 
expenses,” Blake said. “If we don’t do something today, our kids will be 
paying for the building we built.” 

Many people don’t see the benefit of giving large amounts because they 
fear they may need the money, according to Blake. But with Legacy 
Giving, they don’t need to donate large sums up front. They can designate 
a portion of the death benefits from their life insurance certificate to a non-
profit organization. This also means avoiding the delays caused by probate. 
By paying premiums each month, and with proper planning, individuals 
can both provide for their families and help ensure organizations or causes 
they are passionate about will be around to benefit future generations.

Providing for Future Generations
Blake and three other WoodmenLife Representatives, all members of the 
congregation, decided to allocate portions of their life insurance death 
benefits to the church.

The four Representatives, including Pritchard’s son, Kramer, approached 
the pastor about starting a program to help members of the congregation 
contribute to the future of the church. “It was a light bulb experience,” 
Pritchard said. “It gives people who would like to give a large amount the 
opportunity to do so. Your everyday working person can give. It’s also 
great for younger people who may not have a lot of money but want to 
support what we’re doing for the long haul. I’m really excited.”

Pritchard sees the program as an opportunity to make his future vision 
for the church a reality. “It’s an unbelievable feeling to walk into my 
grandchildren’s classroom and know the education they’re getting,” 
Pritchard said. “Through this program, we are going to establish 
something that is going to last way longer than we are. We are enabling 
and empowering the next generation.”

If you’re interested in supporting a cause you care about, it begins with 
talking to your Representative, who can help you set up a plan. “We 
suggest you start with determining how much you need to take care of 
your family, and then decide what organization you’re passionate about. It 
starts with you,” Blake said.  ::

Legacy Giving
Most people associate life insurance with protecting 

their family. But you can also use life insurance to 

give a monetary gift to a charity, church or other non-

profit organization that has made an impact on you 

and your family.

By donating with life insurance, both you and the 

charity you give to can enjoy benefits, including:

• Potential income tax and estate tax deductions.1

• The ability to give more through the life insurance 

death benefit.

• Death benefit proceeds that avoid the delays  

of probate.

Ways to Give With Life Insurance
Any type of insurance can be used to set up a Legacy 

Giving plan, but permanent life insurance is the best 

option. When you purchase a new certificate, you 

can assign your life insurance product2 to a charity, 

church or non-profit organization. You can also 

keep ownership and designate your charity as a 

beneficiary.3 If you already own life insurance through 

WoodmenLife, you can designate your charity as 

beneficiary to donate a portion to charity, paying the 

same premiums you pay now.

Family First
The purpose of Legacy Giving is not to reduce, replace 

or eliminate protection for your family. The first step 

of any Legacy Giving plan is to protect your family’s 

needs, and then create a charitable giving plan that 

works for you.

Contact your WoodmenLife Representative for more 

information.

1. Benefits are includible in the estate if death occurs within three years of transfer of ownership. 
2. Assignment of modified endowment contracts may be reportable to the assignor to the extent of the gain in the certificate. 
Contact your professional tax advisor or attorney for tax or legal advice. 
3. Benefits are includible in the estate if ownership is not assigned (i.e., only a beneficiary designation is made).
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What Do Those Letters Mean? 
Have you ever wondered 
what the letters behind 
WoodmenLife Representatives’ 
names mean? 

These letters represent 
the special designations, 
training and education your 
Representative has received. 
They illustrate a commitment to being knowledgeable and prepared to 
provide you and your family the best service possible.

The following guide will help you understand what some common 
acronyms behind your Representative’s name mean.

These are only a few of the designations you may be likely to see. If 
your Representative has one not covered here, feel free to ask him or 
her to tell you about it!

Refunds paid to members holding life and 
accident and health certificates during 2016 
are expected to be approximately $50.7 
million, WoodmenLife’s National Board of 
Directors recently announced.

The Board also announced that beginning 
Jan. 1, 2016, WoodmenLife will pay 3.40 
percent interest on refunds left on deposit 
with the organization.

The maximum interest rates used to calculate 
refunds on Adjustable Life unloaned cash 
values will be 4.00 percent, depending on the 
certificate year, issue age, sex, face amount, 
and other classifications. The maximum 
interest rates used to calculate refunds on 
Flexible Life unloaned cash values will range 
from 4.00 percent to 4.25 percent, depending 
on the certificate year, issue age, sex, face 
amount, and other classifications.

The interest rate applied to monies received 
as advanced premium will be 3.40 percent on 
fixed premium life insurance plans and 4.00 
percent on later series Adjustable Life and 
Flexible Life insurance plans.

WoodmenLife’s Executive Committee, 
taking into account investment market 
yields, will set annuity rates monthly.

Current interest rates for No Lapse 
Guarantee Universal Life and Accumulation 
Universal Life will be set quarterly by the 
Executive Committee.  ::

2016  
Refunds

FIC - Fraternal 
Insurance Counselor

Awarded after successfully completing four 
courses regarding fraternal benefit societies and 
the fundamentals of the life insurance business, 
ethics in the industry, and individual and family 
marketplaces.

FICF - Fraternal 
Insurance Counselor 
Fellow

Requires completion of additional education 
courses above and beyond the FIC designation, 
including entry-level studies on estate planning, 
business insurance and retirement planning.

LUTC - Life 
Underwriting Training 
Council and  
LUTCF - Life 
Underwriter Training 
Council Fellow

Indicate knowledge in identifying insurance 
needs and matching customers with the proper 
product.

CLU - Chartered Life 
Underwriter

Earned by individuals who complete studies 
focusing on the fundamentals of insurance 
planning.

ChFC - Chartered 
Financial Consultant

These specialists can provide expert advice on a 
broad range of financial planning topics.



• Absolutely no fees! The 
Asker receives 100% of 
funds donated.

• Each Asker goes 
through a verification 
process to ensure that 
every cause is real and 
donations are truly 
going to help those 
raising money.

• WoodmenLife offers 
a $25 matching 
donation to good-
standing members 
who make a $25 
or larger donation 
to an individual 
or community 
project featured on 
RedBasket.org.

Visit RedBasket.org to see the tremendous good 
tiny deeds can make.

What makes Red Basket® different from 
other crowd-sourced fundraisers?

Equal Access Policy Statement
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To ensure that all members receive equal access to all of 
the benefits and privileges of membership, WoodmenLife 
has implemented and reaffirms its commitment to the 
following policy. Those persons considered “members” 
for the purpose of this policy include: all Home Office 
Associates, Regional Directors, Recruiting Sales Managers, 
Representatives, Community Outreach Managers and all 
Chapter Officers and Chapter Members. 

WoodmenLife is an Equal Access Not-for-Profit.
It is the policy of WoodmenLife to seek qualified 
members and to provide all members with equal 
access to events, member benefits and all other 
member activities on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

Various federal, state and local laws have identified 
specific groups as having a protected status and any form 
of harassment against these individuals is considered 
an unlawful act. These classifications include, but may 
not be limited to, race, national origin, color, sex, age, 
individuals with disabilities, veteran status, religion or any 
other category protected by the laws or ordinances of the 
applicable jurisdiction. 

Within this policy, WoodmenLife has taken the position 
that any form of harassment of any member for any reason, 
not just those individuals that fall under one or more of the 
protected classes listed above, will not be tolerated.

Procedures for Handling Member Complaints: Any 
instances of discrimination or harassment involving any 
member of WoodmenLife should be reported immediately, 
in confidence to WoodmenLife’s EEO Complaint 
Administrator, Michelle Walker at 1-800-542-9756. Every 
effort will be made to promptly investigate all allegations 
of discrimination or harassment in as confidential a 
manner as possible, and take appropriate corrective 
action, if warranted. Members found to be engaged in 
discrimination or harassment in any manner against 
another member may be subject to fines, loss of member 
privileges and their good-standing member status with 

WoodmenLife. Likewise, chapters found to be engaged in 
discrimination or harassment against a member may be 
subject to charter revocation. WoodmenLife Associates, 
found to have engaged in discrimination or harassment 
will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including 
termination of their employment. 

Responsibility for Monitoring Equal Access Policy: 
Vice President, Human Resources, Karla Gochenour serves 
as the EEO Officer, and has primary responsibility for 
the implementation and enforcement of WoodmenLife’s 
Equal Access Policy and its communication to Chapter 
Officers, Regional Directors, Recruiting Sales Managers, 
Representatives, Community Outreach Managers, and 
other WoodmenLife Associates, who may have some 
involvement in chapter activities.  ::
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WoodmenLife President & CEO Larry King recently 
appointed five top fraternalists to the National Fraternal 
Committee. Members serve a four-year term, so they will 
serve until Sept. 1, 2019. The committee members make 
suggestions for new fraternal projects, review projects in 
progress and encourage local chapters to conduct outreach 
activities in their communities.

The new National Fraternal Committee members are: 
• Michael C. Carter of Toccoa, GA (second term)
• Phillip Cunningham of Bowling Green, KY
• John T. Ellis II of Tupper Lake, NY
• Earl D. Shaw of Millport, AL
• Bernadine Stanaland of Pace, FL

They join these current members, whose terms will expire 
Sept. 1, 2017: 

• Travis M. Coomer of  Saint Charles, MO
• Billy F. Flowers of Pelham, GA 
• Vivian C. Holley of Hilliard, FL 
• Samantha Senn of West Columbia, SC  

(serving a second term) 
• Wilma Jean Smith of Foster, KY

WoodmenLife also thanks these outgoing members of the 
National Fraternal Committee for their service: 

• Mary Lou Castillo of Houston, TX
• David Lee Evans of Jamesville, NC
• Christine H. Lee of Fontana, CA
• Janice E. Strohm of Saucier, MS  :: 

Five Appointed to National Fraternal Committee

This past September, WoodmenLife 
called on members to take part in 
Hunger Action Month.™ This effort, 
sponsored by Feeding America, 
America’s largest network of food banks, 
challenged all Americans to step up and 
address our nation’s hunger problem.

Members and even some non-members 
answered the call, showing off their 
creativity in the WoodmenLife “Be a 
Hunger Fighting Hero” Facebook photo 
contest. By donning their superhero 
masks, and orange (the official color of 
hunger), they had the opportunity to win 
prize money to donate to the hunger 
charity of their choice.

Be a Hunger Fighting Hero Winners

First Place - $2,500
Chapter 406, Panama City, FL
Recipient: First United  
Methodist Church

Second Place - $1,500
Chapter 1975,  
Adairsville, GA
Split into two $750 
donations
Recipients: Back Pack 
Buddies, North Bartow 
Community Services

Third Place - $1,000
Chapter 50, Carbondale, IL 
Recipient: Gum Drops NFP

WoodmenLife’s Home Office in Omaha, 
NE, also joined the effort, donating 
more than $1,000 and nearly 500 
pounds of food to the Crescent Food 
Pantry in Iowa.  ::

1st Place - Chapter 406

Michael C. Carter John T. Ellis II Earl D. Shaw Bernadine Stanaland

Hunger Action Month

Phillip Cunningham



Metheny Retires from Board

S.A.F.E.R. (Service Association of Fraternal Employees, Retired) 
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Pat Metheny 
has retired 
from the Board 
of  Directors, 
effective Oct. 
1, 2015. She 
was appointed 
to the Board 
of Directors of 
Woodmen of 
the World Life Insurance Society on 
March 1, 2013.

Before her appointment to the Board, 
she was named National Fraternalist 
of the Year in 2001 by the National 
Fraternal Congress of America. In that 
same year, she received a Meritorious 
Service Award and attended 
WoodmenLife’s National Convention 
as Jr. Past Jurisdictional President 
and was appointed to the Legislative 
Committee. In 2005, she attended 
the National Convention and was 
appointed to the Judiciary Committee. 
She was re-appointed to the Judiciary 
Committee in 2009. Metheny earned 

the Community Leadership Award in 
2009 and 2011, and the Outstanding 
Contribution to Youth Award in 2012.  
In 2014, she was awarded the Caring 
for Others Award and the Woodmen 
Lifesaver Award for her efforts that 
saved a man whom doctors said only 
had five minutes to live. Metheny has 
also served on the Oklahoma Fraternal 
Corporation Board since 1991.

Metheny became a WoodmenLife 
member in 1985, when she joined 
Chapter 1191 in Durant, OK. Since 
2003, she has held almost every 
chapter office, including President.  
At the Jurisdictional level, Metheny 
has held various offices, including 
President, and has served on 
numerous committees.

Metheny has been active in many 
community organizations, including 
Vice President and President of The 
Wishing Well; A Wish Granting 
Organization (AWGO - National); 
Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University Alumni Association; 

Court Appointed Special Advocate 
for Children (CASA); Director of 
Durant First Baptist Church Free 
Medical Clinic and Pharmacy where 
she is now certified as a Pharmacy 
Tech; Relay for Life; United Way; 
and the Pregnancy Center of Bryan 
County.

Metheny earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Education Degree (graduating 
cum laude), as well as a Master of 
Education Degree, from Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University.

She and her husband, Terry 
Michael (Mike) Metheny, have one 
living adult child: their daughter, 
Mishael; a son, Michael, who died 
as a result of injuries sustained in an 
automobile accident in 1994; and one 
granddaughter, Raini Lee Metheny. 
In her spare time, Metheny enjoys 
watching Southeastern Oklahoma 
State baseball and other Southeastern 
sports. She volunteers in many areas 
of her church, as well as at the Medical 
Mission and WoodmenLife activities. 
She also enjoys spending time with 
friends and family, especially her 
granddaughter.  ::

S.A.F.E.R. (Service Association of 
Fraternal Employees, Retired) held 
their 25th annual meeting in Nashville 
from Sept. 14-16.

Retirees Meet 
in Nashville

Pat Metheny
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As a WoodmenLife member, you enjoy the comfort of knowing your family 
will be cared for if you die, but you also have access to unique benefits.1

It is important that we stay in touch with your interests and needs, ensuring 
that our benefits and programs provide value that will continue to engage 
future generations.

To accomplish this, we are conducting a comprehensive review of our benefits 
and programs, and your feedback will be essential in determining how we  
move forward. 

Please take time to complete a brief survey (completion will take 
approximately 15 minutes) at woodmen.org/survey. The survey will be 
open until Jan. 31, 2016, and you could win $500 just for completing it!

Current Benefits and Programs
Please consider your experiences with our currently offered benefits and programs when completing the survey. 
These can be found at woodmen.org/members/member-benefits.cfm.

Take the Fraternal Benefits Survey Today

Win $500 by  
Speaking Your Mind

Dec. 1, 2015 – Jan. 31, 2016

woodmen.org/survey

Fraternal 
Benefits Survey

Make your voice heard  
for a chance to win 

$500!



You Could Win $500!
When you complete the WoodmenLife 
Fraternal Benefit Survey, you could win 
one of three $500 cash prizes!

WoodmenLife Magazine 13

Staying Current
Re-evaluating WoodmenLife’s offerings has 
served us well in the past. 

For example, when WoodmenLife decided 
to sell its radio station in 1946, proceeds 
paved the way to launch our Patriotic 
Program. Today, we are the nation’s largest 
private donor of flags – we have presented 
more than 2.5 million.

What’s Next
We’ve watched America change a lot 
since the founding of our not-for-profit 
organization in 1890. We’ve focused on 
giving back since the very beginning, and 
will continue to do so.

WoodmenLife will evaluate the results of the 
survey, along with survey information from 
our Sales Force, Home Office associates and 
the general public.

We will evaluate each program and benefit, 
determining both its cost and its value to 
members. The results of this review will not 
affect your life insurance benefits.

Meeting the Need
Though we change with the times to meet the needs of our members, 
WoodmenLife has focused on contributing to communities and 
helping protect families since the beginning. The organization’s rich 
history of giving back includes addressing major cultural changes and 
health epidemics.

1. Fraternal benefits are not contractual, are subject to change and have specific eligibility requirements.

1890

1930

1900

1973

1904 2012

1923

2015

WoodmenLife was founded 
to help families who lost 
loved ones at a time when 
insurance was difficult for 
the working class to obtain.

Disaster relief following 
hurricane and tidal wave in 
Galveston, TX

Founding of youth programs

WoodmenLife opened the 
War Memorial Hospital in 
San Antonio, TX, to address 
tuberculosis outbreak. 

The Woodmen Circle 
Home in Sherman, TX, 
provided housing for 
orphaned and older 
members.

WoodmenLife introduces 
the “Woodmen Care 
Package,” a catastrophic 
illness benefit that still 
gives financial assistance 
to members with 
leukemia, a brain tumor, 
lung cancer, or 
tuberculosis.

WoodmenLife launched 
Red Basket, a new 
online resource for 
helping individuals in 
need across the country.

WoodmenLife named 
fighting hunger its 
first-ever National 
Community Focus to 
address the nationwide 
hunger problem. 
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Chapter 649 Ute, IA Chapter 442 West Point, VA 
Members presented a donation check to the Ute  
Memory Garden.

Member Nancy Hazzard presented a flag to Bob Cheanult 
from the West Point Fire Department.
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Alabama North 

Community Outreach Manager Philip Robertson posed with four of the egg toss participants at Senior Camp – 108 members 
attended overall.



Chapter 879 Cookeville, TN 

Representative Michelle Gooch (left) presented a classroom 
flag to Kristen Duncan, a teacher at Algood Middle School.

Chapter 3 Jacksonville, FL

Groom (and Recruiting Sales Manager) Paul McMullan 
and his bride, Gladys, celebrated their wedding in 
WoodmenLife style, with Regional Director Bryan Carroll 
and his wife, Gail.

Baseball players raised the flag donated by the chapter to the 
Haralson County High School baseball field.

Chapter 1196 Tallapoosa, GA

Chapter 217 Princeton, WV

Members donated a trailer to the Princeton Senior High 
School football team.

Chapter 130 Cerro Gordo, NC

Secretary Betty Hinson presented school supplies to the 
Cerro Cordo Elementary School Principal.
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Member Emily Rochelle (center) made this quilt and 
donated it to the chapter as a prize for a drawing for their 
July meeting. Doris Horrell (right) was the winner. Also 
shown is Representative Travis Horrell, Doris’ husband.

Chapter 1483 Hampstead, NC

Chapter 10 Freeport, FL

Members Randall and Sue Simmons celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary at the chapter’s August meeting.

Chapter 1075 Loris, SC

Representative Jeff Cox (right) presented an American flag 
to members of Cane Branch Baptist Church.

Chapter leaders presented Representative Phillip Bailey with 
his 50-year anniversary service pin.

Chapter 130 Tupelo, MS 

Representative Bud Hodges (right) delivered a pizza to 
Roanoke County Police Department Dispatcher Barry 
Light in honor of National Thank a Law Enforcement 
Officer Day on Sept. 19.

Chapter 66 Roanoke, VA 
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Chapter 45 Friendsville, MD 

Maryland Jurisdiction Treasurer Bonnie Lawson (left) 
and President Carol Kirschner (right) presented the 3 Star 
Fraternal Challenge Award to Chapter 45 President Dot 
Loudermilk at the chapter’s annual awards banquet.

Chapter 1862 Rosalie, AL 

Representative Scott Cooley (right) presented an American 
flag to Stevenson Middle School Principal Rob Paradise.

Chapter 6177 Beaumont, TX 

Members presented shoes, hand-held American flags and a check to the Buckner Shoes for Orphan Souls program. Since 
1999, Buckner has delivered shoes to 80 countries across the globe.

Chapter 1219 Muskogee, OK

Members Trina Burdge (left) and Rachelle McGowen 
(right) presented scholarships to Tristian Rector and Nisha 
Crittenden.

Members Barb Rosenberger (left) and Dona Burgess 
presented personal care packages to the Akron Battered 
Women’s Shelter.

Chapter 232 Akron, OH
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President Rick Baynes and his wife, Jane, prepared food for 
the chapter’s meeting.

Chapter 1491 Sneads Ferry, NC

Chapter 1925 Lake Park, GA 

Representative Greg Mashburn (left) presented American 
flags to Sheriff Chris Prine from the Lowndes County 
Sheriff ’s Department.

Congratulations to the WoodmenLife softball team, who were the Malone Amvets Gentlemen’s Slow Pitch regular season 
and playoffs champions. They ended their season with a 30-4 record.

Chapter 1022 Malone, NY 

Members presented a flag to Ryan Weldon, a Marine who is 
pushing a cart from Dover, DE, to Houston and then to San 
Francisco, for a total of 5,000 miles. He is trying to build 
awareness of the suicide problem among veterans.

Chapter 1218 Henryetta, OK
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Chapter 268 Lake City, SC
Members presented 50 smoke detectors and a check to the 
South Lynches Fire Department.

Chapter 233 Arkadelphia, AR 

Members donated a wheelchair and supplies to Twin 
Rivers Rehabilitation Center.

North Carolina West 

It’s a 
Groupie
Campers and counselors showed how 
much fun selfie sticks are at youth camp 
this past summer.
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Fraternal Spirit

President Mary Ann Sorie (right) presented a donation in 
support of the chapter’s Adopt-A-School relationship with 
Halifax Academy. Accepting the check were Headmaster 
Robert Hurley and Assistant Headmaster Amy Poole.

Chapter 56 Weldon, NC Chapter 1000 White, GA

Members Larry and Patsy Allen posed with radio 
personality Earnestine Young Jones (center) after an on-air 
interview about WoodmenLife.

Chapter 1 Dallas, TX 

Representative Kevin Finnell (left) presented a flag set to 
Trey Mure from the Bachman Lake American Legion.

Member Linda Hines (left) and Vice President Carlos Evers 
presented 10 box fans to Pam Schulz from the Area Agency 
on Aging, continuing a 20-year tradition for the chapter.

Chapter 1374 Magnolia, AR 

Members participated in a Habitat for Humanity refurbishment project. Pictured from left are Junior Humphrey, Jane 
Humphrey, Community Outreach Manager Angie Hatton, Dena Mitchell, Tabitha Sanders, and Carol Johnson.

Chapter 57 LaCenter, KY
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Members organized free admission, hot dogs, handheld flags, and American flag pins for veterans at the Anson High School 
football game, where they also conducted a presentation of a 100-foot flag.

Chapter 4 Wadesboro, NC 

Members presented a flag to Crossville Mission during 
their In Honor and Remembrance ceremony.

Chapter 900 Crossville, TN 

Chapter 12 Fayetteville, AR 

Four different fire departments participated in the chapter’s 
In Honor and Remembrance ceremony. The chapter 
presented a flag to the Wheeler Volunteer Fire Department.

Members held a flag retirement ceremony, with many 
veterans participating.

Chapter 1075 Loris, SC 

Honoring and 
Remembering
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Continuing our promise to never forget the heroes and 
victims from Sept. 11, 2001, members conduct In 
Honor and Remembrance ceremonies to also honor 

local first responders.



Fraternal Spirit

Chapters 592 & 728 Murray, KY Chapter 31 Rayne, LA 

Chapter 60 Booneville, MS 

President LeeJa Cummings (left), Sergeant at Arms Keith 
Fugitt (second from left) and Treasurer Janice Robinson   
presented the proceeds of their RedBasket.org story to 
Mississippi Prentiss Baptist Association Director Brother 
Ben Parman.

Chapter 2126 Corpus Christi, TX 

President Primo Torres (left) and Representative Milton 
Sherwood presented a $1,000 check to Food Bank of 
Corpus Christi Executive Director Bea Hanson.
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Members collected canned goods and hygiene products 
for the Murray-Calloway County Need Line.

Members all across the country have joined the fight against hunger and are making 
a positive impact. Our National Community Focus is all about banding together 
to make sure less people go hungry in our nation. See what your fellow members 

have been doing in their communities to solve this widespread problem.

Fight Against  
Hunger Wages On

Members collected and donated 252 pounds of food to 
Christian Service Center as part of their Hunger Action 
Month activities in September.



Members participated in a Hawaii-themed food drive for 
the City of Puyallup. The drive resulted in more than 800 
pounds of food collected.

Treasurer Gay Dekle (second from left) and 
Representatives Ernie Craven (second from right) and 
Aimee Fish presented a check to Jeff Hudgens from the 
Cornelia Soup Kitchen.

Chapter 84 University Place, WA Chapter 553 Demorest, GA 

Members organized a Color My World 5K run/walk to 
benefit the Mayfield-Graves County Need Line and Food 
Pantry. Member Brooke Dunaway showed off her hunger 
fighting hero powers after completing the run.

Chapter 115 Mayfield, KY Chapter 3 Selma, AL

Members donated $2,000 to the Selma Area Food Bank 
to purchase 20,000 pounds of food for the organization’s 
Mobile Pantry. Members were able to ride with the Mobile 
Pantry to help unload the truck and set up the food for 
distribution. 
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Chapter 561 Effingham, IL

As the winners of the “Who Takes the Cake?” contest held 
in honor of WoodmenLife’s 125th Anniversary, members 
of Chapter 561 were able to present $3,000 in winnings to 
Golden Circle Nutrition Program (Meals on Wheels) and 
Effingham Senior Center’s food program.



member news 

Rose Hartley and her husband, Phil, attended 
WoodmenLife Senior Camp. 

Milledgeville, GA
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Rose Hartley is used to being the 
one helping people.

The Georgia native has been 
a WoodmenLife member since 
1964 because of its many fraternal 
programs. “They’re there to help 
people and the community,” she said. 
“I love to be active and I like being 
able to help someone in need.” 

That desire to help others keeps 
Hartley busy through Chapter 739 in 
Milledgeville, GA, and with a variety 
of other community projects. She 
volunteers at Creekside Elementary 
School, the Georgia War Veterans 
Home, the Red Cross, and Georgia 
Cancer Specialists. In addition, she 
performs duties as Georgia Fraternal 
Alliance secretary, as a WoodmenLife 
Jurisdictional Secretary, and has 
volunteered at Senior Camp and other 
WoodmenLife outreach events.  

Hartley even stepped up to help a 
young woman in her community 
who was trying to pay extensive 
medical bills due to a battle with 
thyroid cancer. She posted a story on 
RedBasket.org, a crowdfunding site 
powered by WoodmenLife, to raise 
money to help the young woman and 
her family. 

“It makes you feel good to know 
you’re trying to help someone who is 
struggling,” Hartley said. 

The Giver Becomes 
the Asker
Unfortunately, Hartley’s strong desire 
to help others had to take a back seat 
when she suddenly found herself in need 
of assistance. In March 2015, she was 
diagnosed with stage one breast cancer.   

“I was real hesitant to put my story on 
RedBasket.org, because I felt there 
was someone else who needed help 
more than me,” Hartley said. “But 
our Community Outreach Manager, 
Leroy Reilford, insisted I put it out 
there for people to hear.” 

Before posting her story on 
RedBasket.org, Hartley hadn’t 
received any financial help except 
what her insurance would cover, and 
it had been hard on her family. It had 
also taken a toll on Hartley, because 
she was forced to go from her active 
life to a much slower one. 

“I’ve finally finished radiation and 
everything is going well,” she said. 
“My friends and family have been very 
supportive, but my biggest supporter 
was my granddaughter, Madeline. She 
told me she said a prayer for me every 

day. I’m also grateful to everyone who 
contributed on RedBasket.org. It 
meant a lot to me.” 

Sharing the Love
Because of her experiences with 
RedBasket.org, Hartley highly 
recommends the site for those who 
might be looking for a way to help 
someone or to ask for help. “Red 
Basket is a caring organization that 
is willing to help those who are 
struggling,” she said. “It showed me 
that people really do care and are 
willing to help those in need.” 

For more information about Red 
Basket and their efforts across the 
country, visit RedBasket.org.  ::

Hartley Holds Red Basket 
Close to Her Heart
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Helping Comes Naturally 
to Thrasher

Jeff Thrasher of Chapter 558 in Durant, OK, has been 
helping his community through emergencies for 14 
years. When other people are running away from an 

oncoming storm, he heads toward it to do 
whatever he can to assist. 

“I just like to help people,” Thrasher said.

Thrasher owns a company called 
Emergency Accessories Radio & Light 
Systems, which provides radios and 
accessories to emergency response 
vehicles. He is also personally involved 
with numerous organizations dedicated to 
helping people when they need it most.

A 14-year veteran of the Achille Volunteer 
Fire Department, Thrasher is currently 
the Assistant Fire Chief. He also works 
with Emergency Management, serving as 
a storm spotter and doing communication 
work. He even provided communication support for 
President Obama when he came to Oklahoma. In addition, 
Thrasher works with the State and National Homeland 
Security Force as a COMT Technician, setting up 
communication during national disasters.

Thrasher remembers one particular storm several years ago 
that struck about 30 miles from his hometown. He had been 
out storm spotting when his team saw the storm building 
and called it in to dispatch. Those efforts helped save lives 
that night. “A whole lot more lives would have been lost if we 
hadn’t had good emergency communications,” he said.

During his 28 years with WoodmenLife, Thrasher has 
channeled that passion for giving back into his chapter.  He 
has served in a variety of roles, including a term as President 
in 2012.  He is on the 9/11 Committee, coordinates JOIN 
HANDS DAY projects, helps put up flagpoles throughout 

the county, and works to coordinate the chapter’s annual 
picnic. “I do everything from flowers to feeding people,” 
Thrasher said. 

One project that Thrasher is instrumental 
in is the chapter’s Hometown Heroes event. 
This event honors local firemen, police, 
sheriffs, highway patrolmen, emergency 
management personnel, and EMTs. 
Thrasher coordinates with all of the area 
chiefs and law enforcement to invite them to 
the event. The chapter serves hot dogs and 
ice cream, and the attendees get a chance to 
learn more about WoodmenLife.  

Several years ago, Thrasher incorporated a 
water and Gatorade drive for local fire and 
rescue teams into the Hometown Heroes 
event. The chapter collects donations and 
presents them at the event.

With all he does for his chapter and his community, it is no 
surprise that Thrasher was selected as WoodmenLife’s 2015 
Oklahoma Fraternalist of the Year. 

“It’s a great honor,” he said. “I enjoy getting out and working 
with the public and representing what WoodmenLife does.”  ::
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When not chasing storms, Oklahoma 
Fraternalist of the Year Jeff Thrasher 
chases down any opportunity to help 
people through his chapter.

Durant, OK



Member News

Almost every Regional Office 
has a commercial-sized grill 
available for chapter use. Check 
with your chapter officers to 
see if your area has a grilling 
event coming up this spring! 

Grilling and  
Chilling Near You
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WoodmenLife Representative 
Kris Wright used to joke that he 
was only given a Sales contract 

because he can cook and has big grills. 
Since he joined WoodmenLife in 
February 2014, most of his cooking has 
been for fraternal events.

Baby back ribs, chicken, pork tenderloin, 
hot dogs, hamburgers … if you can fit it on a grill, Wright 
has probably cooked it. “I love to cook just about anything, 
but barbecue is my specialty,” he said. “Before I was a Rep, I 
used to have my own catering business, so I have some nice 
grills and equipment.” 

Those grills – and his skills –come in handy when Wright, 
Community Outreach Manager Grady Gullett and 
Chapter 5 in North Little Rock, AR, are asked to provide 
food for community events in the area, which is welcome 
exposure for the WoodmenLife brand. 

Blue Ribbon Barbeque
One of these events was the annual Buzz-B-Que in Little 
Rock in May. The day-long event, which attracts close to 
10,000 attendees and more than 100 barbecue teams, is a 

barbecue competition and a fundraiser that benefits many 
charities in the area. 

“This is a big event, and this year we cooked and served almost 
500 pounds of meat, all provided by Chapter 5,” Wright said. 
“And we were lucky enough to win first place ‘People’s Choice’ 
in the Pro Division, for the second year in a row!”

Where There’s a Will, There’s a Grill
In addition to the barbecue competition, Wright and the 
active members of Chapter 5 keep the grills fired up almost 
every single week during the spring, summer and fall seasons 
of the year. “Pretty much anywhere there’s a need, we go,” he 
said. “We do it to help the community, get some exposure for 
WoodmenLife and hopefully grow our membership.”  

From disaster relief and back-to-school cookouts to 50th 
anniversary parties at retirement homes and tailgating 
events at high school football games, Wright says the events 
he’s been part of wouldn’t work and wouldn’t be possible 
without the support 
of the members of 
Chapter 5. 

“We often serve 
hundreds of people, 
and (chapter 
members) always 
ask what they can 
contribute and what 
they can do to help,” 
he said. “They’re a 
great group of people. 
When they see a 
need or I present a 
need, they respond. 
They get what the 
purpose of a chapter 
is supposed to be.”  ::

Grilling for Good

Kris Wright (center 
holding trophy) 
with (left to right) 
John McLaughlin, 
Kim Wright and Mike 
Cormier celebrate 
their People’s Choice 
win at the 2015 Buzz-
B-Que event. 

Little Rock, AR
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When the Fraternal Corporation 
Board in West Virginia was 
looking for a new community 

event they could sponsor, Regional 
Director Kevin Crouse suggested a 5K 
Walk and Run For Hunger to coincide 
with the WoodmenLife National 
Community Focus. “Luckily,” he said, 
“they were on board and supported it.” 

With the idea in place, the team got 
to work. “We hired a company called 
Tri-State Racer to help us with some of 
the logistics, and Tammy Bennett, our 
Regional Office Administrator, helped 
with a lot of the details,” Crouse said. 

For her part, Bennett did research and 
attended a couple 5Ks to see what they 
did and how they operated. The West 
Virginia Board picked a date of Aug. 22 
for the first-ever WoodmenLife 5K for 
Hunger to benefit the Facing Hunger 
Food Bank in Huntington, and got to 
work promoting the event. 

“Tri-State Racer helped us showcase the 
event via their extensive email group 
and newsletter, we promoted it on social 
media and we also worked with the 

Food Bank to get the word 
out,” Bennett said. “Tri-
State told us if you have 100 
people in your first event, 
it’s a success, but we weren’t 
sure what to expect.” 

On the day of the event, 
Crouse, Bennett and the staff 
from the Regional Office 
were very pleased with the 
turnout. “We had a long 
line of people registering 
that day and we ended up 
with 153 participants,” 
Bennett said. “We were in 
awe. The end result was 
much better than we expected.”  

Also as part of the event, participants 
were encouraged to bring food to 
donate to the Facing Hunger Food 
Bank, and all proceeds from registration 
fees went to the Food Bank, as well. 

“We were able to present $4,500 and 
an additional truckload of food to the 
Food Bank,” Crouse said. “Tri-State 
Racer was extremely impressed with 
our turnout. They said it might be the 

most successful first-time 5K they’ve 
ever been part of. So at this point, we’ll 
probably go with it a second year. ” 

Police officers who were hired to help 
with the event were also impressed. 
“They were saying we need to do it again 
next year because it went off without 
a flaw,” Bennett said. “Everything just 
came together and it turned out to be a 
really neat WoodmenLife event for the 
community.”  ::

A 5K for Hunger

West Virginia

Executive Vice President, Fraternal Pat Dees presents a check 
of the proceeds from the WoodmenLife 5K for Hunger to Dr. Kelli 
Williams (Board of Directors President) and Bethany Freeman 
(Director of Development & Communications) with the Facing 
Hunger Food Bank. 



Member News

In his younger years, Fun Singers co-founder 
Hal Sawyer was known for his signature piano 
bar sound around Seattle. In retirement, he has 
expanded his musicianship.
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The Fun Singers, made up of members Hal Sawyer, Joe Rosado, John Stiver, and Cheryl 
Johnston-Carr, started in 2009 when Sawyer and Rosado began singing together. Rosado had 
recently lost his wife to cancer, and singing helped get him through the hard times. The two 
started singing for chapter meetings, and were soon joined by Stiver and Johnston-Carr.

The group evolved from there, bringing their show to area assisted living communities, skilled 
nursing facilities, rehab centers, and memory care centers. “We decided to do something 
good with the music,” said Sue Sawyer, who manages the group and is married to Hal. 
Originally she had to do some marketing to reach the facilities and book the shows. “Now they 
call me,” she said.

That’s the philosophy of the Fun 
Singers from Chapters 35 and 
84 in Washington state. Led by 

their manager Sue Sawyer, the group 
of retirees has been entertaining and 
having fun for six years. 

The Fun Singers 
stay busy 
performing 
and promoting 
WoodmenLife 
from Olympia to 
Everett, covering 
a 100-mile 
radius in their travels. They average eight 
shows per month, and are on track to 
complete 110 shows this year. 

The shows include all types of music, 
and they work hard to cater each 
performance to a particular theme. The 
group has rolling backdrops, special 
lighting and costumes. “We’re like a little 
miniature traveling show,” Sawyer said.

The Fun Singers perform at military 
functions and dedications, and at 
public markets and festivals. However, 
the bulk of the shows are for senior 
citizens at nursing facilities, and 
those are where they get to see what a 

difference their 
music makes.

One particular 
show that 
touched the 
group was a 
performance 
at an assisted 

living facility that included residents 
from the memory care unit. One 
woman was brought in with her head 
down. Her caretaker said that she never 
spoke to anyone. Amazingly, during 
the show, that woman got up and 
started singing and dancing. 

“It made our hearts so happy to see her 
reaction to the music,” Sawyer said. 

“We see that a lot in the nursing care 
facilities. Toes are tapping. Arms are 
moving. For an hour and a half, they 
forget about everything and have a 
good time.” 

The Fun Singers have no intention of 
slowing down. “We want to stay healthy 
and active and keep traveling to places 
and learning new music,” Sawyer said. 
The group plans to keep bringing the 
fun for many years to come.  ::

Fun Singers Spread Cheer

It’s All About Fun 

Who are the
Fun Singers?

“We want to stay healthy 
and active and keep 

traveling to places and 
learning new music.”

Washington



Members of Chapter 159 in Richmond, VA, and representatives from the 
Chesterfield Food Bank are pictured in front of the new truck that the Red 
Basket story helped them purchase. 

Richmond, VA
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Thanks to your support and purchases of the 125th Anniversary 
Cookbook, WoodmenLife is donating $1,000 each to 28 different food 
banks across the U.S. 

Fifty percent of all cookbook sale proceeds were marked for this donation, 
which will benefit food banks that are part of Feeding America – the nation’s 
largest hunger-relief network. 

“We’ve made it our National Community Focus to fight hunger, so this is just 
one of the many ways we’re helping give resources to organizations that are on 
the front lines of this national problem in communities where our members 
live,” said President and CEO Larry King. 

In addition to presenting the $1,000 check, the New 
York Regional Office collected 15 boxes of food and 
personal items for the Calvary Food Pantry.  

WoodmenLife Donates $28,000 to Food Banks 

Inspired by WoodmenLife’s National Community Focus 
introduced at her Jurisdictional Convention in early 2015, 
member Becky Baffuto of Chapter 159 in Richmond, VA, 

contacted her local food bank to see how she could help. 

“I’ve volunteered at the Chesterfield Food Bank before,” 
Baffuto said. “I contacted Kim Hill, the director, and she 
told me about the need for their Food on the Move program. 
They were looking for a more cost effective way to get food 

to students, senior citizens and into the community, rather 
than using their large delivery truck.” 

With the goal in mind, the Food Bank team located a van 
that was being sold by a catering company for only $5,000. 
“Once we found it, I got the ball rolling to purchase that van,” 
Baffuto said. “I worked directly with Kim to provide all the 
needed paperwork and pictures to get our story published 
on RedBasket.org so we could start raising the money.” 

Once the story was published, Baffuto promoted it via her 
email contacts, social media, her church, the local school 
board, and other WoodmenLife chapters in the state. She 
also contacted the local TV station who did a segment on 
the need for the van, and the local newspaper who featured it 
near the end of the Red Basket campaign.  

“The day before the campaign ended, a gentleman walked 
into the Food Bank and matched the $5,000 which we had 
already raised on RedBasket.org, taking our total to more 
than $10,000,” Baffuto said. “After that, donations continued 
to pour into the Food Bank. The final total collected for the 
project was more than $13,300!” 

In addition, a local company read about the story in the 
newspaper and donated another larger truck to the Food Bank 
to help them distribute food more effectively and efficiently. 

“What started out as a relatively small project snowballed 
into a major contribution to the Chesterfield Food Bank 
operation,” Baffuto said. “I know this project will continue to 
positively impact the community for years to come.”  ::

Putting the ‘Drive’ 
in Food Drive

New York
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Hunger by the Numbers
“People don’t walk around with a sign that says ‘I’m hungry’ letting you know 
they weren’t able to eat because they can’t afford it,” said Brian Barks, Director of 
Development and Communications at Food Bank for the Heartland in Omaha, 
NE. “No matter the size of your community, you probably know someone who 
is hungry.” 

According to Ross Fraser, Director of Media Relations with Feeding America, 
one in seven Americans lives at risk of hunger, and it’s estimated that more than 48 
million Americans live in households that are “food insecure” – which means they 
don’t always know where their next meal will come from. Sadly, 12 million of these 
people are children, and seven million are seniors. 

“There are two drivers we see with hunger,” Fraser said. “One is poverty, and two is 
a cataclysmic life event like losing your job, a major illness or getting injured so you 
can no longer work.” 

What did you do 
the last time you 

were hungry? 
For most of you, it 

probably wasn’t difficult 
to find something to eat. 
Unfortunately, that’s not 

the case for many people 
in America. 

The Facts Behind our National Community Focus

Hunger in America 
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This trend in national food insecurity levels 
is tied directly to national poverty levels. 
According to 2014 U.S. Census Bureau 
statistics, 46.7 million people in the United 
States were living in poverty, and the main 
causes of poverty, and ultimately food 
insecurity, in the United States are: 

• Unemployment

• High housing costs

• Low wages

• Lack of access to SNAP (food stamps) 

• Medical or health costs 

Another direct cause of food insecurity is 
the existence of “food deserts.” According 
to Dr. Bryce Hoflund, Associate Professor 
in the School of Public Administration 
at the University of Nebraska-Omaha, “Food deserts are 
urban neighborhoods or rural areas that lack ready access 
to affordable, healthy food. One of the main factors that 
contribute to this in rural areas is depopulation.” 

In addition, 79 percent of people needing food assistance 
say they buy the cheapest food available (even if they know 
it’s not healthy), and 69 percent of the same group have been 
forced to choose between paying for utilities and paying 
for food, according to Feeding America’s study, “Hunger in 
America 2014.” 

“Unfortunately, based on Dept. of Labor statistics, people 
are working a lot harder, but are getting farther behind 
financially,” said Angie Grote, Communications and Donor 
Relations Manager at Food Bank for the Heartland. “And 
while the country’s economy may finally be improving, 
many families and children are still being left behind.”  

WoodmenLife’s Bread and Butter
Hunger is a very real problem in our country; especially 
in many of the places where a high concentration of 
WoodmenLife members live. The prevalence of this issue is 
one of the reasons WoodmenLife selected fighting hunger for 
our National Community Focus. 

Based on Feeding America’s statistics, the eight states with 
the highest overall food insecurity rates are: Arkansas, 

Mississippi, Texas, Tennessee, North 
Carolina, Missouri, Georgia, and Ohio.

“The problem of hunger in our country isn’t 
going away,” said Pat Dees, Executive Vice 
President, Fraternal. “This initiative lets us 
continue our history of giving back and 
helping others, while engaging our members 
in battling this nationwide problem on a 
local level in their communities. It’s the kind 
of thing our members do best.” 

According to Fraser, what Feeding America 
promotes is the need for people to donate, 
advocate and volunteer. “We encourage 
people to contact their local food bank or 
pantry to see how they can help,” Fraser said. 
“They may have a need you’re not aware of 
that you can help fulfill.” 

Thanks to the efforts of WoodmenLife 
members this year, we are helping to fulfill some of these 
needs in communities across the country (see box). 

How YOU Can Get Involved
In the United States, there are more than 60,200 food banks, 
pantries and meal programs supported by Feeding America, 
and the needs in every community are different. 

That’s why it’s important to develop specific ideas to fight 
hunger in your area. In addition to a food drive, some other 
projects your chapter could consider include:

• Volunteering for Meals on Wheels

• Growing a community garden

• Volunteering to help sort/package food at a local food 
bank or pantry

• Donating money to school lunch programs

• Volunteering to serve meals at a local shelter 

“I’m always so proud of the charitable work our members 
do across the country,” Dees said. “If we continue working 
together as a united force fighting hunger, I know we’ll be able 
to accomplish more than individuals ever could alone.”  :: 

*Totals as of Oct. 20, 2015

138,424 lbs.

$161,820
Money donated

WoodmenLife NCF  
National Totals* 

of food donated



Member News

Dates to Remember

Dec. 25
Home Office closed for  
Christmas Holiday

Dec. 31
Deadline to submit 2016 chapter 
officer roster and chapter events 
for March, April and May on 
myfraternalweb.org

Jan. 1
Home Office closed for New Year’s Day

Jan. 18
National Day of Service:  
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January
Annual Financial Report sent to 
chapter secretaries

Jan 31
Deadline to complete post-event 
reporting for October, November and 
December 2015 events

Throughout our organization’s 125-year history, many 
of the great programs we’ve implemented to help our 
member families and their communities have come from 
your ideas and suggestions. I encourage you to lend your 
voice to our fraternal survey (see the story on page 12 for 
more information). 

Our goal is to gather as many ideas and as much input as 
possible. As we have been since our founding in 1890, we 
are committed to providing a set of benefits and taking 

action in ways that enrich the lives of our members. The natural ebb and flow of 
society has shown us that as times change, we are called to adjust our fraternal 
offerings. We will be evaluating our current benefits to determine whether 
they are still relevant and also whether they are still economically feasible. New 
benefits may be added to meet the needs of today’s families. The high point of this 
process will be receiving information from our own members.

While we currently have a great set of benefits, we are confident any new or 
additional offerings will be even better. Being a WoodmenLife member brings 
you so much more than just insurance protection. 

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Pat Dees 
Executive Vice President, Fraternal

Your Feedback  
Makes the Difference

Chapter 
Centennials
Chapter 6057
Griffith, IN

Dec. 1, 1915

Chapter 3147
Clute, TX

Jan. 18, 1916

Chapter 930
Brantley, AL

Feb. 14, 1916

Pat Dees

Fraternally Speaking

chapter news
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Community Outreach Profile

Cynthia Baird 

Cynthia Baird and a group of senior campers went to see Graceland, the home of Elvis Presley, for their 
Senior Trip.

Baird Is Dedicated 
to the Community
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Cynthia Baird wasn’t looking for 
a new job when she decided 
to join WoodmenLife two 

and a half years ago as Mississippi 
North’s new Community Outreach 
Manager. She had been working for 
an electric billing company, but had 
always enjoyed doing community 
work, so the new position caught her 
eye. “I saw this position come up, and 
it sounded like a fun job,” she said. “And it is! I love working in 
the community and helping people.” 

The position has lived up to her expectations. “I love every 
aspect of the job,” she said. One of her favorite things is 
spending time with the senior 
members. “Senior camp is the 
highlight of my year,” she said. 
“I just love seeing their smiling 
faces.” This year’s senior camp, held 
in September, had a 50’s theme, 
including an Elvis impersonator. 
Sixty-five people participated in 
the event.

There are 22 chapters in Baird’s 
region, and a lot of her time is 
spent visiting them. Although she 
can’t make it to every meeting, 
she makes sure to attend their 
community events and their 
planning sessions. “I try to 
make sure they are promoting 
WoodmenLife and keeping the 
organization visible,” she said.

Baird is dedicated to growing community involvement 
for all of her chapters, and would like to get more young 
members involved. One of the things they have done to 
help with that effort is holding a Family Day celebration 
with inflatables and games for the kids and entertainment 
for all ages. The event has been a success. “We’re seeing 
younger people come out more, and more children 
participating,” she said.

Baird says her community involvement through 
WoodmenLife has been great. She is enjoying working 

with her members to help them get more involved and make 
a difference in their communities. Between spending time 
with her senior members and supporting her chapters, Baird 
is “keeping busy and having fun.”  :: 



Navigating the 
Chapter System
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Chapter News

Our chapters are what give 
WoodmenLife a sense of 
community and a structure for 

governing our organization. That’s why 
it’s so important to keep growing our 
chapters by bringing in new members 
and being locally active. 

Unfortunately, the chapter system 
can often be hard for new members to 
navigate. No matter how your chapter 
does things, there may be some 
practices, procedures and processes 
that you could improve or update. 

Member Lowell Van Vorce, President 
of Chapter 143 in Clarkesville, GA, 
sees the need to get more young 
members involved. “Our chapter 
membership is aging, and people 
are getting fatigued,” he said. “We 
need to promote the friendships and 
fellowship that develop through a 
chapter to get more members of all 
ages involved.” 

Van Vorce knows young families are 
busy and are pulled in many directions, 
but he sees this as an opportunity. 
“Many of these families are already 
involved with organizations that are 
supported by WoodmenLife in some 
way,” he said. “If we can show the 
families this connection, they might be 
more likely to become involved with 
their local chapter.” 

Welcome Tips
While younger members are 
important, your chapter should be 
welcoming for members of all ages. 

Here are a few tips to help your chapter 
become even better: 

• Plan activities that appeal to all ages 
– such as family events at a park, or a 
game night/movie night. This type 
of event is often less intimidating for 
new members and more welcoming 
than a meal at a local restaurant or a 
potluck at someone’s house. 

• Assign a “buddy” to each new 
member or family in your chapter. 
The buddy can show them the 
ropes and explain how the chapter 
conducts meetings, some of the 
typical events, who the chapter’s 
community partners are, and how 
they support the Sales Force. 

• Ask new members for their ideas! 
Having someone share their fresh 
ideas and a new perspective is a great 
way to get him/her involved and 
breathe new life into your chapter.

Equal Access Policy 
Also, if your chapter is not open to 
welcoming new members, you are not in 
compliance with WoodmenLife’s Equal 
Access Policy, which is part of the official 
Chapter By-Laws. 

In part, the policy states: “It is the policy 
of WoodmenLife to seek qualified 
members and to provide all members 
with equal access to events, member 
benefits and all other member activities 
on a nondiscriminatory basis.” 

For your reference, a copy of the policy 
can be found on page 9.  ::

If you’re a new WoodmenLife member 

and you’re not sure how to begin your 

involvement with a local chapter, here 

are a few tips: 

1. Make sure you know which chapter 

you’ve been assigned to 

(check the back page of this 

magazine), and see if your 

Representative can tell you 

when and where they meet. Or 

attend the next meeting with 

your Representative and have 

her/him introduce you to those 

in attendance. 

2. Once you know your chapter 

assignment, check out its website 

(accessible from woodmen.org) 

and Facebook page. Both are good 

places to see what kind of events 

the chapter has participated in, 

and what events they have coming 

up in which you might want to 

participate.

3. You can also find the names of your 

chapter officers via the chapter 

website and Facebook page, so 

you know who to contact for 

chapter or event information. 

4. When you attend your first 

meeting, if the officers forget to 

introduce new members, don’t 

be afraid to introduce yourself 

to the group and share a little 

about yourself. 

Inclusiveness Starts With Chapters
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As we get ready to start a 
new year, it’s a good time 
for your chapter to consider 
some new community 
partnerships for 2016. 

While you may already be 
working with some wonderful 
organizations, there is 
always added value in 
working with additional 
groups – including 
expanding your chapter’s 
reach in your community.

To get started, define 
your need as a 
chapter. Do you want 
a partnership that 

supports the National 
Community Focus in a 
different way? Do you want 
to partner with a group that 
works with families? 

In defining the need for a 
partnership, you should think 

not only about what the 
partnership can accomplish, 
but about the potential 
benefits to your chapter and 
WoodmenLife. 

Here are some tips to 
consider when you’re 
looking for new community 
partnerships:

 » Survey your members to 
see what causes they are 
passionate about. If your 
chapter supports a cause 
your members really care 
about, it’s more likely they’ll 
step up to volunteer and 
help at events.  

 » Look around your 
community and see where 
the need exists. Are 
there places where your 
partnership and support can 
truly make an impact? 

 » Look beyond the types 
of groups you usually 
support. Most communities 
have a variety of non-
profits that would welcome 
any kind of support.

If you have questions about 
partnering with a specific 
organization, consult with 
your Community Outreach 
Manager.  ::

Are you looking for a new way to 
socialize and share ideas with 
other members in your region? 

We have an idea for you! 

Held in the years without a 
Jurisdictional Convention, Fraternal 
Summits are currently being planned by 
the Community Outreach Managers 
for every Region in the country. They 
are open to all WoodmenLife members, 
and will be held between January and 
May 2016. 

“Fraternal Summits are a great way for 
members to come together to learn 
about new and innovative ways to 
be active with their chapters and in 
their communities,” said Chapter and 
Community Outreach Liaison Callie 

Kathol. “They are designed to educate, 
empower and engage our members.”

The 2016 summits will follow the 
theme of “Lead Where You Live,” 
which is what Kathol hopes these 
events will inspire members to do. 
“We’re going to give members a 
variety of tools they can use to grow 
involvement in their chapters and 
engagement in their communities.” 

Over the course of each summit, 
sessions will be presented that 
highlight a variety of topics, including: 
Branding; Budgeting; Chapter Best 
Practices; Chapter Inclusiveness; Event 
Planning; Red Basket; Social Media; 
and other topics specific to each 
individual Region.  

“These events are a great way for 
Community Outreach Managers to 
present a lot of important and useful 
information to our members,” Kathol 
said. “They present a wonderful 
opportunity for members from 
different chapters to connect with one 
another. I encourage every member 
who wants to be more active with their 
chapter to attend.”

For more information about the 
Fraternal Summit in your area, contact 
your Community Outreach Manager 
via the phone number on the back of 
this magazine.  :: 

LEAD
WHERE YOU 

LIVE
WoodmenLife 2016 Fraternal Summit

New Year, New Partners

Lead Where You Live 
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Parks and Recreation
There are 59 protected areas known as National Parks in the United States. They are renowned for their natural beauty and 
unique geological features. You can find the names of 23 of them in the Word Search below. (Answers can be found on page 25.)

J B A D L A N D S C M Q N P R N D K J L A Z
K H R Y N B P S S C G L A C I E R D P I E H
G O S Z Q A V S Q M E S A V E R D E O N K A
R T U B P W S B L U H U A K L K H U O C C L
A S D E N A L I A A C K H Q I N Q T M Z R E
N P D E S J R I O S P E N P O E S K W K A A
D R I N I F D D F W V Y N I S W N P C R T K
C I K Z L A N G T A P Q Z A O H R Z S R E A
A N K S C A R L C M O E R L V C X P X T R L
N G F A N Z U H K E K I L V V O U Y E S L A
Y S F E P E T R I F I E D F O R E S T K A W
O I H Y E O M Q G H Y Q B I S C A Y N E K P
N S N N M R F I H A T J C Y O S E M I T E R
T K Q M C A R L S B A D C A N Y O N S L E Y
T F A G R E A T S M O K Y M O U N T A I N S
L M L R J E E U S B R Y C E C A N Y O N D H
H J B X P B S R X J D E A T H V A L L E Y K
B I G B E N D I E V E R G L A D E S M Z J W

Acadia
Badlands
Big Bend
Biscayne
Bryce Canyon
Carlsbad Canyons

Crater Lake
Death Valley
Denali
Everglades
Glacier
Grand Canyon

Great Smoky 
Mountains
Haleakala
Hot Springs
Mammoth Cave
Mesa Verde
 

Petrified Forest
Sequoia
Shenandoah
Yellowstone
Yosemite
Zion

W
or

d 
Ba

nk
HAVE A GOOD JOKE? Make your fellow fraternalists laugh. 
Please send contributions to WLEditor@woodmen.org.
HAVE A GOOD JOKE? Make your fellow members laugh. 
Please send contributions to WLEditor@woodmen.org.fun zone 

JOKES
Camper

Comments

word find



Camper Comments
These are actual comments left on U. S. Forest Service comment cards by backpackers:

• A small deer came into my camp and stole my bag of 
pickles. Is there a way I can get reimbursed? Please call.

• Trails need to be wider so people can walk while  
holding hands.

• All the mile markers are missing this year.

• Trails need to be reconstructed. Please avoid building 
trails that go uphill.

• Too many bugs and leeches and spiders and spider webs. 
Please spray the wilderness to rid the area of these pests.

• Please pave the trails so they can be plowed of snow in 
the winter.

• The coyotes made too much noise last night and kept 
me awake.

• Found a smoldering cigarette left by a horse.

Setting Up 
The loaded mini-van pulled into the only remaining 
campsite. Four children leaped from the vehicle and began 
feverishly unloading gear and setting up the tent. Three of 
them rushed to gather firewood, while one helped their 
mother and father set up the camp stove and unpack 
cooking utensils.

A nearby camper marveled to the youngsters’ father, “That, 
sir, is some display of teamwork.”

The father replied, “I have a system: no one goes to the 
bathroom until the camp is set up.”

Alert!
In case anyone is considering doing some camping this 
spring or summer, please note the following public service 
announcement: In Alaska, tourists are warned to wear tiny 
bells on their clothing when hiking in bear country. The 
bells warn away MOST bears. Tourists are also cautioned to 
watch the ground on the trail, paying particular attention to 
bear droppings to be alert for the presence of grizzly bears. 
One can tell grizzly droppings because it has tiny bells in it.
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Camping is just one of the many things to do in our National Parks.  
But not everyone camps the same way …

JOKES
Camper

Comments

word find



In Memoriam Submission Guidelines: The editors of WoodmenLife Magazine 

want to give your departed loved ones the most respectful and complete recognition 

possible. To aid us in doing this, please include the following minimum information 

and send it to WLEditor@woodmen.org: your loved one’s full name as you would like 

it printed, age, chapter number, and hometown. Also let us know if he or she served 

as a Jurisdictional Officer, a National Committee member, a Regional Director, or a 

National Representative. In addition, when including photos, please submit photos of 

the highest possible quality to assure adequate printing. Thank you.

Lois “Earl” Fountain 

Age: 85

Chapter 923 Wallace, NC 

Michael Warren Hunter

Age: 57

Chapter 921 Asheboro, NC 

Joe R. Laycock

Age: 51

Chapter 87 Northport, AL 

Rafaela Martinez 

Age: 89

Chapter 286 Warren, MI

James L. Goheen

Age: 80

Chapter 117 Benton, KY

James Michael Small 

Age: 55  

Chapter 1282 High Point, NC

Tyler B. Arnold

Age: 19

Chapter 65 Sneads, FL

Noah L. Kent

Age: 86

Chapter 65 Chattahoochee, FL

Sandra K. Morris

Age:  51

Chapter 65 Marianna, FL

Thurston C. Clary

Age: 88

Chapter 63 Lawrenceville, VA

Former Jurisdictional Trustee

Carolyn Marie Smith

Age: 64

Chapter 65 Chattahoochee, FL

Herbert H. Williams

Age: 86

Chapter 65 Marianna, FL

Henry B. Smith Jr. 

Age: 92

Chapter 117 Benton, KY
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Legacies aren’t just for the rich and famous. Anyone can make a lasting difference.

Charitable gifts of life insurance are a great way to thank those who have impacted you along life’s journey. 

By gifting life insurance, you can help your favorite charities, and you may also be able to attain tax 
benefits for yourself or your estate.

Call your WoodmenLife® Representative today to learn how you can do more than leave memories … 
you can leave a legacy.

Leave a lasting legacy.

D0105 6/15 Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society: Omaha, NE
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PERIODICALS

Please note: If members in your household belong to different chapters, the magazine will be sent to the oldest member and 
will feature events for his/her chapter of record. You can access other chapters’ events on woodmen.org. Information concerning 
events and activities is subject to change. Visit your chapter’s website for the most current information.

Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society (WoodmenLife) is an Equal Access fraternal benefit society. It is the policy of WoodmenLife to seek qualified members 
on a nondiscriminatory basis and to provide all members with equal access to and allow their participation in WoodmenLife’s chapter system, chapter events, fraternal 
benefits, and all other fraternal activities on a nondiscriminatory basis. If you would like an additional calendar printed, please contact your Community Outreach Manager.



Parks and Recreation
There are 59 protected areas known as National Parks in the United States. They are renowned for their natural beauty and 
unique geological features. You can find the names of 23 of them in the Word Search below. (Answers can be found on page 25.)
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Bryce Canyon
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HAVE A GOOD JOKE? Make your fellow members laugh. 
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